
Resignation of Fr Harry Darwin Burton 

as Diocesan Missioner 

 
These notes have been extracted from the Emergency Committee Minute Book written by 

Wilton Hall.   None of these details of the Emergency Committee’s Meetings were reported in 

the Parish Magazine. 

 

 

 

EC Minutes Incense was used in St Saviour’s for the first time at Evensong on the Eve of 

All Saints, 1909.   The Rural Dean informed the Bishop who then banned its 

use in future.   Fr Burton consulted senior members of the congregation and 

then tendered his resignation as Diocesan Missioner, which the Bishop 

accepted.   Fr Burton told the congregation of his resignation and the reason 

for it at Evensong on 28 November.   The Churchwardens called a meeting of 

the men of the congregation to be held immediately after the service to plan 

the action to be adopted to support the Vicar and to safeguard and promote 

the best interests of the Church.   The immediate concern was the raising of 

funds to replace the Vicar’s stipend previously paid by the Diocesan Mission 

Society.   An Emergency Committee was formed with Wilton Hall as the 

Convenor. 

 

 Wilton Hall’s opening Statement in the Minute Book, which precedes the 

Minutes of the First Meeting on 28 November, sets out the reasons for his 

resignation as the “banning of the use of incense in St Saviour’s” by the 

Bishop of the Diocese.1 

 

EC Minutes The Emergency Committee met on 14 December, 1909, and resolved to invite 

the congregation to subscribe annually for three years to a Guarantee Fund to 

finance the Vicar’s stipend.   The congregation responded well. 

 

EC Minutes The Emergency Committee met on 20 January, 1910, and were told that the 

Diocesan Mission Society had recently met and the Bishop had intimated to 

them that Fr Burton would be leaving the Diocese to work in Australia or 

New Zealand.   Rumours of Fr Burton’s departure caused the congregation to 

“hang fire” on supporting the Guarantee Fund.   Eventually, the 

Churchwardens froze the fund until the position was made clear to the 

congregation. 

 

EC Minutes The Emergency Committee met on 9 April, 1910, and was told by a 

Churchwarden that he had learnt on 2 April, 1910, that Fr Burton was 

definitely leaving for Australia in June. 

                                                
1
 Contrary to Wilton Hall’s Minutes, he gave the impression in the final Chapter of his “Story 

of the Church and Parish of St Saviour, St Alban’s” that the resignation was due to the “… years 

of strenuous work that had told heavily upon him”. 
 



 

Circular to 

Congregation 

A Circular addressed to the congregation and dated 15 April, confirmed that 

Fr Burton was going to New Zealand at the invitation of the Bishop of 

London and Canon Newbolt. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Appendix 

 

The following report appeared in the Herts Advertiser, November 1909 

 

Incense at St Saviour’s 

Rev. H.D. Burton defends its use 

 

It is fourteen years since the Vicar of St Saviour’s, the Rev. H.D. Burton, took charge of that part 

of Bernard’s Heath, which is now known as St Saviour’s Parish.   The building of St Saviour’s 

Church was entrusted to Mr Ezra Dunham, the Architect being Mr William Woodward.   The 

amount raised for the Building  fund by Mr Burton since 1895 in subscriptions and donations, 

and by means of collecting boxes and cards, Christmas sales and lumber sale has now totalled 

£15,000, and the debt remaining on the church is reduced to  £1,900.   This liability represents a 

loan at 4 per cent. from the Ecclesiastical Insurance Office, repayable by yearly instalments of 

£500.   Towards this amount the offerings of the Dedication festival, held each year in the 

Octave of All Saints, are now being devoted, together with the proceeds of a scheme whereby 

all who worship at St Saviour’s Church are invited during this week to give anonymously one 

whole day’s income. 

 

During the past year a certain number of the congregation have, by small voluntary weekly 

offerings, entirely paid the cost of lighting the Church by electricity, and it is hoped by 

Christmas to still further beautify the church by the erection of the memorial to the late Bishop 

of Colchester and the late Mr Frank Taylor.   This work, for which over five hundred pounds 

has been subscribed, and for which the Chancellor has just granted a faculty, has been designed 

by Mr Frank Peck, the architect of the Rood Screen.   The memorial will include a new altar-

frontal of bronze and silver for the Lady Chapel, with marble steps, and the decoration of the 

walls.   On Sunday night last the preacher was the Right Rev. Bishop Gaul, late of 

Mashonaland.   On All Saint’s Day the Vicar preached to a large congregation at 3 p.m. 

including most of the members of Mrs Robinson’s Mothers meeting.   The Rev. Arthur 

Montford preached at night.   On Wednesday night the annual tea and social gathering of St 

Saviour’s Guild was held in the Parish Hall. 

 

With the commencement, on Sunday evening of the special services in connection with All 

Saints Day, incense was for the first time introduced into the services at St Saviour’s, St Albans.   

The Rev. H.D. Burton, incumbent, who is solely responsible for this departure, made reference 

to the subject during Eucharist on Sunday morning.   He quoted from the first chapter of Isaiah 



the verse “Bring no more vain oblations; incense is an abomination unto me; the new moons 

and Sabbatha, the calling of assemblies, I cannot away with; it is iniquity, even the solemn 

meeting.   Your new moons and your appointed feats my soul hateth, they are a trouble unto 

me; I am weary to hear them.   And when ye spread forth your hands I will hide mine eyes 

from you; yea when you make many prayers, I will not hear; your hands are full of blood”. 

 

That first chapter of Isaiah said Mt. Burton has often been quoted as an argument against 

incense, but if his hearers read the scripture they would readily recognise that it was not the 

incense, the meetings and the prayers that were wrong; it was the people were thoroughly 

morally corrupt.   The man who attempted to use the words “incense is an abomination unto 

me” as an argument that God forbade incense was using them without reference to the context, 

and he might just as well say that a service in church was an abomination unto God.   Later in 

the chapter the promise was held out that if the people turned from their evil ways their 

incense, their prayers and so on would be welcome.   The Rev. gentleman quoted a number of 

passages bearing on the question of incense, the chief one being the passage in St John’s vision, 

in Revelations vii, “And I saw seven angels which stood before God, and to them were given 

seven trumpets.   And another angel came and stood at the altar, having a golden censer, and 

there was given unto him much incense, that he should offer it with the prayers of all saints 

upon the golden altar, which was before the throne.   And the smoke of the incense which came 

with the prayers of the saints ascended up before God out of the angels hands”.   “Is this not 

magnificent, beautiful and glorious”, said Mr Burton.   “If we do not like incense here, I do not 

know what we shall do hereafter”.   All ritual, he continued, must of necessity find something 

corresponding in the mind of the heart.   If the mind of the heart was not pure, it they were not 

serving God in spirit and in truth, all their ritual, their prayers, their meetings, and their 

incense, indeed everything which was an expression of their religion, was an abomination unto 

God.   He recognised that ritual had its dangers.   There was danger in the singing.   If people 

listened merely to criticise the choir, and not to feel what was being sung their conduct was an 

abomination unto God.   And if a person sang in a choir without the words he was singing 

coming from his heart, the sooner he was out of the choir the better, for his singing was an 

abomination unto God.   There was danger in every mortal thing they did.   If they knelt down 

to pray but went half asleep instead, that was abominable;   if they went to church and only 

thought of what they should wear the next day, this also was abominable”.   “From the time of 

this festival onwards, I shall use incense in this church”, announced the Rev. gentleman in 

conclusion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Observations 

 

 

The congregation was asked to subscribe to the Guarantee Fund in the belief that Fr Burton was 

remaining at St Saviour’s as Vicar. 

 

Why did Fr Burton make an issue of incense at this particular time?   The obvious time to 

introduce it would have been when the building of the church was completed seven years 

previously.    Was there pressure from the “Forward Movement” element in the congregation 

for its use? 

 

There is no mention in the Parish Magazine of Fr Burton’s resignation and departure until 

March, 1910.   The Magazine also notes that “the Diocesan Mission Society staff had been paid 

up to 1 May 1910, but the account is considerably and very seriously overdrawn”. 

 

The April, 1910, Magazine notes tersely that Fr Burton’s resignation also carries the resignation 

of Miss Lilian Toulmin.   Was this a prelude to prepare the congregation for the news of their 

impending marriage? 

 

The May, 1910 Magazine sets out at length the arrangements for the distribution of all the work 

that were the responsibility of Lilian Toulmin.   It also gives notice of the Preferment of Fr 

Burton and the appointment of Fr Westall. 

    


