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PREFACE. 

 

------------------ 

 
TO MY DEAR PEOPLE 

 

I have been asked by the Compiler of this book, to write a few 

words by way of introduction.   I regard it as a great privilege 

to be allowed to do so, for St. Saviour’s Church and St. 

Saviour’s People are very dear to me, and are carried in my 

daily prayers to God. 

 

As I read this interesting account of the beginning of things, 

my mind is filled with thankfulness to God for having 

allowed me to live to see the Church not only finished, but 

also nearly out of debt; and for scattering upon my work such 

showers of blessing that of his love He has permitted me to 

see in these short years much fruit for my labours. 

 

There comes to me also a feeling of intense appreciation of the 

wise action of our present Bishop, Edgar, in placing our work 

upon a permanent basis, the District of Bernard’s Heath into a 

statutory parish of St. Alban’s, with St. Saviour’s as a 

consecrated Parish Church. 

 



I wish further to express my gratitude to all those my fellow-

workers, both Priests and People, who with signal devotion 

have given themselves heart and soul to a cause which was 

apparently so difficult, and therefore so likely to fail 

disastrously.   I think it was because we left “results” to God 

that He took such care of them.   He gave us two beautiful 

gifts: Faith and Enthusiasm, the Fire of Love.   We tried to use 

them to His glory, and he sent us great encouragement.   He 

raised up for us rich Benefactors and zealous workers, and in 

the words of St. Paul we said; “We can do all things through 

CHRIST”, and went forward. 

 

The re-establishment, after long centuries, of the daily 

Offering of the Holy Sacrifice in St. Alban’s has undoubtedly 

brought a wondrous blessing to the City.   The Catholic Faith 

has been simply and fearlessly taught; simply and fearlessly 

accepted, and please God, will be faithfully and fearlessly 

practised here in this place to the end of time.   The response 

of the children of the Heath has been our strength and joy.   

Already the children of yesterday are the parents of to-day, 

and their children have a “goodly heritage”.   May it never be 

forgotten that it has been pronounced “illegal to remove the 

bodies of the children” from the Church during the Holy 

Communion.   So, in this place, we “suffer” not only the big, 

but also “the little children” to be present at the Holy 

Mysteries, and “forbid them not”.   Assuredly of such is the 

Kingdom of Heaven!   Quite recently we have been able to 

arrange for a better observance of the Saints’ Days.   The 

Congregation have eagerly availed themselves of the extra 

opportunity of honouring the Holy Saints, and for that I am 

sure their Religion has been the better and their lives the 

happier. 

 

For myself, I beg of God pardon for my own many 

shortcomings, and for any words spoken by me which may 

not have been in exact conformity to His Revealed Word.   I 

beg of you, dear people, your earnest prayers that you and I 

may, of His mercy, stand one day before the Throne of God 



and be made partakers of His eternal and glorious Kingdom, 

where, with the Father and the HOLY GHOST, we shall for 

ever worship Jesus, our most adorable LORD and  SAVIOUR. 

 

In conclusion, I commend to you this history of our Parish.   I 

am personally deeply indebted to my friend, Mr. Wilton Hall, 

for all the pains and thought he has bestowed upon its 

compilation.   In this and in all that he does he proves himself 

a prayerful and faithful son of the Church, and one who has 

spent himself freely for the work of God in this place.   Let us, 

in reading these pages, try to understand something of the 

lovingkindness of the Lord, and we shall not fail to thank 

Him for the many privileges enjoyed by ourselves and by 

others in St. Saviour’s Church. 

 

 H.D. BURTON 
First Vicar 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I.    Preliminary. 
 

 

“So sad is the state of human frailty, that the very things 

which for importance and merit ought to be remembered, 

are easily put out of recollection by swift oblivion”. 

 

So wrote a worthy monk of the abbey of St. Alban’s, in the 

year of Our Lord 1428, and the writer of these notes in the 20th 

century is confronted with difficulties similar to those which 

presented themselves to the good monk in the 15th century.   

It is the little things that make history, and the little things are 

so easily forgotten.   At first sight it would seem to be a very 

simple matter to record the events which extend over a 



period of considerably less than twenty years; but, when one 

sits down to marshall the facts in their proper order and in 

due proportion, the would-be chronicler, however 

abundantly he may be supplied with notes and memoranda, 

before he has proceeded very far with his task finds himself 

in the position of the centipede in the little classic poem:- 

 
                “The centipede was happy, quite, 

                      Until the toad began:- 

                “Now, pray, which leg runs after which?” 

                      Which wrought her mind to such a pitch, 

                  She lay distracted in the ditch, 

                      Reflecting How to run!” 

 

The History of the Church and Parish of St. Saviour is a 

remarkable feature in the Ecclesiastical History of the City of 

Britain’s Proto-Martyr.   When the good Ulsinus, the Sixth 

Abbot of St. Alban’s, about the year A.D. 948, founded the 

three parish churches at the main entrances of the town 

growing up around the walls of his Monastery, he, in the 

providence of God, made a provision for the spiritual wants 

of 

St. Alban’s which sufficed for well-nigh a thousand years.   

Until the founding of St. Saviour’s was set on foot in the last 

decade of the 19th century no new church in connection with 

the Church of England had been built in the town and city.   

Verily he was “a wise master-builder!”   Christ Church, in 

Verulam Road, was erected in the middle of the 19th century 

for a Church of the Roman obedience, but it was never used 

as such; and, after standing empty for some years, it was 

acquired for the Church of England, and consecrated in April 

1859, as a parish church for the newly-formed district of 

Christ Church.   So that St. Saviour’s occupies a unique 

position in the history of the Church in St. Alban’s. 

 

 

 

 



II.    Early Days, 1882-1889. 
 

 

Bernard’s Heath, although touching the boundary of the 

borough of St. Alban’s, was in the parish of Sandridge, which 

had been given to the Abbey of St. Alban’s by King Offa in 

the 8th century.   In the late seventies and early eighties of the 

19th century small houses began to spring up along the 

Sandridge Road, facing the Heath, and in Culver Mead, near 

the Brick Yards.   It was known as “Snobs’s Island”, and in 

winter was separated from the City of St. Alban’s by dreary 

mud wastes.   Yet it grew; houses springing up gradually in 

Culver Mead and Boundary Road, some being within the city 

boundary and some without; but all in the Parish of 

Sandridge. 

 

The Vicar of Sandridge at that time was the Rev. Dr. Griffith, 

who had been presented to the living in 1872 by his old pupil 

Earl Spencer.   He was a ripe scholar, a most loveable man, a 

keen archaeologist and a faithful priest – a broad-minded 

Evangelical of deep spirituality.   It was his wise and far-

seeing care that secured a little plot of ground in Culver Road 

in the year 1882; and there he erected, at a cost of some £250, 

an iron building to serve as a little school-church, which 

became by God’s blessing the centre of the spiritual life of the 

District.   There are a good many folk still living on the Heath 

who remember going to school in that little building.   It was 

used for a variety of purposes – and associated with the good 

works there set on foot, ever active and sympathising helpers, 

were Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Reynolds. 

 

The Heath grew, and the Sandridge School Board had to 

provide a school for Sandridge New Town.   This was opened 

in the early part of the year 1888, and the “iron room” ceased 

to be used as a day school.   The Rev. Dr. Griffith set on foot a 

scheme for improving the building and making it more 

suitable for use as a Mission Church, and between November, 



1888, and June, 1889, a sum of nearly £170 was raised, of 

which fund Mr. Jacob Reynolds was treasurer.   A little 

Chancel was built, and the interior was renovated, about £100 

being laid out upon the building, some £25 being laid out 

upon the Altar and its furniture, and a small set of 

Communion Plate in white metal.   The Altar is in the priest’s 

vestry of the present Church, and the little white metal chalice 

and paten, inscribed, “Bernard’s Heath, 1889”, are carefully 

treasured.   The little portable Font is also in the vestry. 

 

The Church was duly licensed, and on Thursday, 20 June, 

1889, the Chancel was dedicated by the Ven. Archdeacon 

Lawrence, who preached from the text, “Show Thy servants 

Thy work: and their children Thy glory”. 

 

 

 

III.  From 1889 to 1895. 
 

 

In 1890 Dr. Griffith, to the great regret of all who knew him, 

was obliged, on account of ill-health, to resign the living of 

Sandridge 1, and on 9 June in the same year the Rev. James 

Alexander Cruikshank was appointed to the living; and very 

diligently and thoroughly he threw himself into the work of 

the Parish.   But it was difficult and trying work to carry it on 

in two parts so widely separated from each other.   He had 

staunch and loyal helpers in Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds, Miss 

Reynolds, Miss Rose Reynolds, and Miss Loraine, who, with 

Mrs. Lewis, Mrs. Payne, Miss E. George, Miss Wells and 

others whom they gathered around them, toiled faithfully 

and unremittingly at the work in the day of “small things” – 

in the Sunday School, at Mothers’ Meeting, Girls’ Friendly 

                                                
1  

Dr. Griffith died 30 July, 1892, at Hassocks, Sussex, in his75th year, and 

lies buried in Sandridge Churchyard. 

 



Society, Library and Clothing Clubs, and Band of Hope.   All 

honour to that little band of brave folk! 

 

The services in the Mission Church at that time were evening 

prayer on Sundays and Thursdays, with Holy Communion 

on the 2nd Sunday in the month, the Rev. Frank Willcox and 

the Rev. R.E. Faning frequently helping the Vicar. 

 

Many gifts were made to the little church: altar linen from 

Miss Marten, a clock, from Miss Bearcroft, a carpet and chairs 

from Miss Loraine, a cross and flower vases from Mrs. Payne, 

a carved chair from Mr. Page, and such like gifts, all tending 

to equip the church more thoroughly for the work carried on 

there. 

 

In 1892 the first number of the Parish Magazine was issued, 

and its publication was carried on at a dead loss by Mr. 

Cruikshank, but it did very useful work.   The Rev. Cecil 

Martin Cordeaux was ordained Deacon in the December of 

this year, and came to Sandridge as curate to Mr. Cruikshank, 

his special charge being the Heath District.   Young, energetic, 

and thorough-going, he showed himself to be a most capable 

man, and he left his mark upon the Heath.   It was now 

possible to attempt work more directly amongst the men and 

boys of the Heath than had hitherto been possible, and he 

established a Night School, and a Boys’ Sunday Bible Class, 

and took the choir in hand.   There were plenty of difficulties, 

but the work grew and prospered.   The services in the church 

were increased, Morning services now being possible on two 

Sundays in the month, and a monthly Children’s service.   

Miss Loraine gave a new harmonium, and Mr. Robson some 

painted panels to adorn the little church.   A little later altar 

candlesticks were given by Mrs. Wilder, Mrs. Allen and Mr. 

G. Wilder.   On Easter Eve of 1894 the writer of these notes 

remembers going into the little church, then prettily decked 



for the Queen of Seasons, and being struck with the care and 

devotion bestowed upon the little unpretentious building.2 

 

One of the works which Mr. Cordeaux was instrumental in 

setting on foot was a Men’s Club, of which Mr. George Gower 

was the secretary, at No. 1, Boundary Road; and the Slate 

Club, now an institution of the Heath, was started, which has 

gone on continuously with Mr. Gower as secretary ever since. 

 

The Diocesan Missioner held a short Mission at Sandridge 

Church, 24 to 27 November, 1894.   In the January of 1895 Mr. 

Cordeaux left Sandridge for a curacy at Little Ilford, to the 

deep regret of not a few boys and young men who, now no 

longer boys and young men, yet hold his memory and work 

for them with warm regard.   We still have in our choir men 

who were in the Choir at that time, and long may they be 

with us! 

 

In the summer of 1895 a reredos, six feet long and four feet 

high, was placed in the little church.   The top centre panel 

contained a painting of the Blessed Virgin and Child, and in 

the two side panels were represented St. Leonard and St. 

Alban.   The details were embossed and painted from 

patterns on the Ranworth screen.   The embossing of the 

mouldings, canopies, trellis-work and so forth was worked 

with the brush, coat upon coat, until the desired effect was 

produced.   The artist was Mr. Holmes Winter, and it was 

executed at the instance of the Misses Wells.3 

 

On 3 July the Vicar of Sandridge called a meeting in the 

Mission Church, and explained the arrangements which were 

being made for the working of the District by the Diocesan 

Mission Society in the coming autumn. 

                                                
2
 At that time there was no other church in St. Alban’s which had Altar 

lights, and one could not but realise that in this little church there were signs 
of a coming “Forward Movement”. 
3
 This reredos was removed to the new Iron Church.   It is still in existence, 

carefully preserved. 



 

 

 

IV.   The Diocesan Mission Society. 

 
The St. Albans Diocesan Mission Society was founded as the 

result of a resolution passed at the Diocesan Conference of 

1891, and the Rev. H. Darwin Burton was Appointed 

Diocesan Missioner in June, 1892.   A scheme of work was 

drawn up and received the sanction of the Bishop and the 

Council of the Mission Society, and the Missioner began work 

in July.   The Bishop of Colchester and Mr. Ruggles Brice 

especially took the keenest interest in the scheme of work 

which embraced the holding of Parochial Missions, Short 

Missions, Courses of Sermons, Special Addresses, Quiet Days 

and Retreats.   In this work the Missioner was helped by a 

band of Voluntary Missioners; and, in 1893, the Rev. W.T. 

Brown volunteered to help for six months in the year as 

Assistant Missioner – and very valuable that help proved to 

be.   At that time the Missioner lived at St. Alban’s and the 

Assistant Missioner at Chelmsford, and before long it was felt 

that the Society must have something in the shape of a local 

establishment. 

 

The Cathedral City was obviously the natural centre of the 

work, and after much careful consideration it was decided to 

select a district in one of the St. Alban’s parishes, and to place 

it under the direct control of the Diocesan Missioner with the 

full sanction of the Incumbent, although not normally 

separated from the mother parish. 

 

Several districts were considered, amongst them that which 

we now know as Fleetville, but finally the Bishop sanctioned 

a scheme which made Bernard’s Heath the headquarters of 

the Society.   This scheme had the approval of the Vicar of 



Sandridge and his hearty sympathy and co-operation, and he 

guaranteed £50 a year to the work during his incumbency.4 

 

It was proposed to erect a temporary Mission Church to hold 

about 300 people; to utilise the existing little Iron Church for 

general purposes; and to build or rent a Mission Hostel where 

young men in training for Orders, or who had lately received 

Orders might be trained in Mission work. 

 

A Church Building Committee was formed consisting of the 

Archdeacon of St. Alban’s, Rev. J.A. Cruikshank, Rev. H. 

Darwin Burton, and Messrs. A.W. Ruggles Brice, F. Gregson,  

W.O. Times, and J. Reynolds. 

 

This committee held its first meeting 27 June, 1895, and it was 

proposed to build a wooden church of the Swedish pattern.   

Mr. Hopkins was asked to draw up plans and specifications 

for such a building to hold about 300 persons.   The site at 

first suggested was a plot of ground adjoining the iron 

building in the Culver Road. 

 

That scheme for erecting a wooden church in the Culver Road 

had to be given up, as the City Council refused, under their 

bye-laws, to allow a wooden building.   The plans were 

modified to provide a brick and rough-cast walls and 

buttresses, but a difficulty arose as to the frontage, and the 

purchase of a piece of ground between the iron building and 

the Sandridge Road was contemplated.   The Committee 

could not come to terms with the owner, and Earl Spencer 

was applied to for a site.   That application met with an 

unlooked-for response, in the generous gift of a spacious site 

of an acre of land in Sandpit Lane for the New Church and 

House. 

 

                                                
4
 Upon Mr. Cruikshank’s resignation of the living in 1900 this amount was 

continued by his successor, Rev. Austin Oliver 



This opened up larger possibilities than had seemed possible 

under the earlier scheme; possibilities of building, not a 

temporary church, but a permanent church which should 

provide for the future, instead of merely satisfying immediate 

needs.   Here was a big question, for many people thought 

that a large church would not be needed in this 

neighbourhood for many years to come, and there seemed to 

be very little prospect that the requisite funds would be 

forthcoming.   At a meeting of the Building Committee on 26 

March, 1896, the Rev. Walter Jenks and Mr. Haynes were 

added to the Committee, and Mr. William Woodward, 

architect, offered to submit plans for the consideration of the 

Committee free of charge. 

 

The Bishop of Colchester became Chairman of the 

Committee, and from that time the work of the larger scheme 

went forward, hopeless though it seemed; for, as recorded in 

the next chapter, the little congregation of Bernard’s Heath 

were prepared for and determined upon a great venture of 

faith, and courageously stood by the Missioner, prayed and 

worked, and by God’s blessing achieved more than they 

“could ask or think”. 

 

People in all ranks of life whom the Diocesan Mission Society 

had been the means of quickening and helping in their 

spiritual life, from far and wide, have been great helpers in 

this marvellous work; help that has increased as the years 

have gone on, so that the Diocesan Mission Society has been 

the generous and unflagging foster-parent these fourteen 

years of the work carried on at St. Saviour’s. 

 

The organisation of the Mission work, as well as the 

organisation of the work of Bernard’s Heath, has been no 

ordinary achievement, and could not have been possible but 

for the whole-hearted work and devotion of the Rev. H. 

Darwin Burton, the Rev. Walter Jenks, the Rev. George 

Edwardes, and Miss Lilian Toulmin, Mr. A. Ruggles Brice, 

and the saintly Henry Frank, late Bishop of Colchester.   



These have called forth the sympathy and co-operation of a 

large number of other workers, of many grades and 

capabilities, whose work God has signally blessed to the men 

of their day and generation, and for generations, we pray, as 

yet unborn. 

 

Laus Deo. 

 

 

 

V.   A Personal Narrative. 
 

 

It is necessary, in order to make the story plain, for the writer 

of these notes to relate how he became to be connected with 

the early days of Mr. Burton’s work on the Heath. 

 

In 1895 business connected with the work of the English 

Church Union brought me into touch with Mr. T.L.C. Tatham, 

who was at that time the Secretary of the local branch of the 

E.C.U., and we were both, naturally, keenly interested in the 

development of Church life upon lines more in advance of 

those which at that time obtained in St. Alban’s.   There was a 

movement on foot, initiated, I believe, by Mr. John H. 

Hughes, to get a sung Eucharist at the Abbey Church once a 

month.   I expressed my concurrence with the movement, and 

my willingness to help it forward to the best of my power, 

and if a supplementary choir should be deemed to be 

desirable for that purpose I would willingly do all I could to 

help in its organisation.   There were great difficulties in the 

way, and the matter fell through. 

 

In the spring of 1895 Father Black made a protest in St. 

Mark’s, North Audley Street, against the marriage of 

divorced persons being “solemnized” in church.   The E.C.U. 

promoted a Petition against the same, and the Branches were 

invited to obtain signatures to it.   I undertook to help doing 



so here in St. Alban’s and in the course of my peregrinations I 

called upon Mr. Burton.   That was the first time we met, and 

we looked each other up and down.   Mr. Burton has 

completely forgotten the circumstances.   It was just at the 

time that it was decided that the Mission Society should have 

charge of the Heath.   Mr. Tatham was the first man outside 

the Committee, to whom Mr. Burton communicated the fact.   

On the next day I had occasion to see Mr. Tatham upon some 

E.C.U. business, and as the scheme was no longer a secret, I 

was told what was afoot.   A day or two later I received a 

message from Mr. Burton, either through Mr. Tatham or Mr. 

Hughes – I am not quite certain which – asking me to call and 

see him.   At our interview we discussed the situation, and I 

offered to train a choir so that when Mr. Burton took over the 

District in the following November we might begin with the 

Holy Eucharist as the Sunday service. 

 

At that time I was working in the Abbey Parish, and I 

consulted the Dean about taking up this branch of Church 

work on the Heath.   He was more than willing that I should 

do so, and wished me “good luck in the Name of the Lord”.   

“But”, said he, “they are a rough lot up there, and you must 

expect brickbats”.   Many things happened later on, but the 

“expected” brickbats never came my way. 

 

It was settled between Mr. Burton and myself that the music 

at the Eucharist was to be of a very simple character, and we 

chose Merbecke, Stainer’s setting – the best which could at 

that time be had.   For the psalms and canticles plain song 

was decided upon.   We fixed upon Brown’s Psalter because 

of its simplicity.   It was plainsong “of a sort”; but, it must be 

remembered that at that date the more intelligent rendering 

of plainsong, which the study of the Solesmes’ method 

especially has made possible in more recent years, was 

known then but to the cultured few.   Amidst all the changes 

which have taken place, we have Brown’s Psalter still with us, 

and long familiarity with it has endeared it to many.   The 



Durham Mission Hymn Book was to be used at Evening 

Services. 

 

The Vicar of Sandridge allowed Mr. Burton to introduce me 

to the existing Choir of the Mission Church in Culver Road, 

on Thursday, 28 June 1895.   There were some eight or ten 

men present, a dozen or so boys and “quite a number of 

girls”.   To the huge joy of the boys the girls were told that the 

re-organised choir would be a surpliced choir of men and 

boys only, and the maidens retired.   Mr. Burton explained 

the position, pointing out the fact that the type of music 

would be different from that to which the Choir had been 

accustomed, and that much practice would be necessary.   He 

asked for the co-operation of the Choir in this new venture.   

That co-operation was most cordially given from the very 

first, and we have still in the Choir Mr. James Blow, Mr. 

Edward Osborn, and Mr. F.W. Corley; and long may they 

continue as a connecting link between the earliest days and 

the “spacious” times which lie before us.  

 

It was at first arranged that we should have a weekly practice 

in the little Church, but as it was likely to interfere somewhat 

with the arrangements then existing for the working of the 

Heath, Mr. Cruikshank suggested that it would be better if 

we could hold our practices for a time elsewhere.   The Dean 

kindly allowed us the use of the Abbey Boys’ School for one 

or two practices, and then Mrs. Haynes, of Donnington 

House, St. Peter’s Street, gave us the use of a cottage 

adjoining her house.   There we worked away week by week, 

both men and boys.   Mr. Burton left us almost entirely to 

ourselves – the work of the Mission Society called him away 

almost continuously.   He probably also wanted to see 

whether we had sufficient pluck to stick to the work and to 

carry it through.   There were, of course, “ups and downs” – 

probably a good many more “downs” – but one has long 

forgotten them, and all through the summer and autumn we 

pegged away “harmoniously”, happily, and hopefully until 

November. 



 

 

 

VI.   The New Venture. 

 
 

By the middle of November we were able to have some 

practices in the Mission Church, and the men and boys were 

“fitted” for cassocks and surplices – Mrs. Payne, who then 

lived at Heath Cottage, working out the details connected 

therewith.   The Rev. B.G. Durrand was helping the Vicar of 

Sandridge through the autumn, and Mr. Burton took over the 

charge of the District from 10 November, 1895, with Mr. 

Durrand to help him.   The first Sunday, 17 November (St. 

Hugh’s Day)5  , Mr Burton was away on a Mission at Holy 

Trinity, Harrow Green, so that Mr. Durrand was alone.   

There was a Celebration at eight o’clock, and ordinary 

Matins, Litany and Sermon at eleven, with Evensong at 6.30.   

Tiny vestries had been fitted up at the west end, screened off 

by curtains, and at Matins the Choir, in surplices, sang their 

first service.   We cannot criticise ourselves – an 

unsympathetic public did that: “What do these feeble Jews?”- 

but we did our best and we didn’t break down.   Amidst the 

various changes of choirmasters and organists which have 

taken place since those early days the record of who we were 

who formed the Choir and what we sang on that occasion has 

perished.   So far as the names can be recalled they were as 

follows:- Men; Messrs. James Blow, George Gower, Edward 

Osborn, Fred W. Corley, Charles Plucket, J.H. Withycombe, 

James S. Hand, John H. Hughes.  Boys; Harry G. Vernon, 

Arthur E. Simms, Arthur Nightingale, Frank Vernon, George 

Pucket, Robert Sweeting, Walter Harris, Robert Smith, 

Frederick Blow, and Sidney Blow.   Within the course of a 

Sunday or two other boys joined – Harry James Blow, Stanley 

                                                
5
 It may be interesting to note the fact that the figure of St. Hugh in the north 

aisle west window of St. Saviour’s stands as a memorial of this turning point 
in our history 



Blow, Harry Reginald Simms, Herbert Rance, Edward 

Osborn, and Albert Mead. 

 

Mr. Burton returned from his Mission, and on the Saturday 

evening there was a service in the Church at which the choir 

was formally admitted, and certain ornaments dedicated; viz., 

six lights, given by Miss Godsell, an alms dish, given by the 

young men’s Bible Class, St. Andrew’s, Plaistow, and an altar 

desk. 

 

Sunday, 24th, was “Stir up” Sunday, and after sung Matins at 

10.30, we sang our first Eucharist at 11.15.   Mr. Burton 

celebrated in a white silk chasuble, with Mr. Tatham as 

server.   In the afternoon a Children’s Service was held, and 

the first steps taken towards the formation of the Catechetical 

Class, the first introduction of the method of the “Catechism” 

into this neighbourhood.   At six o’clock in the evening the 

Choir vested and went to their places, and seated, sang 

Mission Hymns from the Durham Mission Hymn Book, 

whilst the people were assembling.   That hymn-singing 

before service at Evensong was a great feature in the early 

days.   On that Sunday evening the little church was full, and 

the Missioner preached his first sermon. 

 

The first notice of services was distributed amongst the 

congregation, and it reads as follows:- 

“St. Alban’s Diocesan Mission Church, Bernard’s Heath,  

Advent, 1895.   Sundays: Holy Communion 8 a.m.  Matins 

and Sermon, 10.30 a.m.   Holy Eucharist, 11.15 a.m.   

Children’s Service, 2.45 p.m.   Evensong and Sermon, 6.30 

p.m.   Preacher at Evensong, the Diocesan Missioner.   

Subjects: “In all times of our tribulation,” “In all times of our 

health,” In the hour of death,” “In the day of judgement.” 

Good Lord, deliver us.   Wednesdays, 8 p.m., course of 

Sermons by the Rev. C.M.O. Parkinson6, Vicar of Radlett.   

Fridays, Service of Intercession, 8.00 p.m.” 

                                                
6
 Now, 1910, vicar of Rickmansworth, and Rural Dean of Watford. 



 

As the season went on the congregation rapidly increased, 

and at the Sunday evening services the little church was 

packed.   The curtains which formed the tiny choir vestries 

had to be drawn and the space utilised for worshippers.   At 

the close of the service the people at the end of the church had 

to be asked to go out first, in order that the Choir might 

recover the use of the vestries.   The Friday night services 

consisted of Intercession and Compline, and what the work 

owes to those intercessions we shall never know this side of 

the veil. 

 

Amongst our earliest supporters and congregation were Mr. 

and Mrs. T.L.C. Tatham, Mr. and Mrs. Haynes, Mr. and Mrs. 

J.H. Gunyon, Mrs. Payne, Mr. and Mrs. Jackson, Mr. and Mrs. 

Harold C. Scroggs, Mr. and Mrs. Augustus C. Bickley, Miss 

Rose Fowler, Mrs. F. Robinson, Mr. and Mrs. W. Purrott, Miss 

L. Toulmin, Mr. and Mrs. H. Freeman, Miss Burgoine, Mr. 

John Christmas, Mr. Goodchild, Mr. Mead, Mrs. Nightingale, 

Mr. and Mrs. King, and Mr. T. Hughes.   It is quite impossible 

to adequately record what we owe to Mr. and Mrs. Jacob 

Reynolds, Miss Reynolds, and Miss Rose Reynolds, or what 

the Heath owes to them from the time when houses began to 

spring up on the Heath in Dr. Griffith’s time, in the days of 

Mr. Cruikshank and Mr. Cordeaux and onwards through all 

these last fourteen years.   There were others, too, who 

heartily threw in their lot with us and in their measure and 

degree gave themselves heart and soul to the work.   Miss 

Gandy had been a helper at Holy Trinity, Harrow Green, 

Mission, and she came during this Advent to help on the 

work here, and also Mr. Ives Lacey, a Church Army man who 

had worked with Mr. Burton in the same Mission, who did 

work both on the Heath and at Sandridge, but mainly in the 

village of Sandridge.  

 

Mr. Durrand helped with the Sunday Services until 

Christmas, bur on Christmas Day the Missioner was alone.   

There was a Celebration at 8.0 a.m.   At the Eucharist Mr. 



Scroggs sang the “O Salutaris,” and later on his voice was 

regularly helping us at our services.   In the afternoon we had 

evensong and carols – amongst them “The flocks were 

wrapped in slumber”, and “Let us now go to Bethlehem”, 

from the Rev. R.R. Chope’s collection of Carols. 

 

Further gifts were received; a silver chalice and patern from 

some members of the St. Alban’s Branch of the E.C.U., branch 

lights from Mr. and Mrs. H.C. Scroggs, white chalice veil and 

burse from Lady Ebury, a Great Bible from Mr. and Mrs. J. 

Reynolds, a white altar frontal from Mrs. Payne, and kneeling 

mat for the Altar step, from Mrs. Wright. 

 

On the first Sunday in January, 1896, the Rev. Walter Jenks 

began his ministry here, coming from Arkley, then Chapel-of-

Ease to Chipping Barnet.   He had been Curate of Barnet for 

four years from1891, and he was greatly esteemed there, both 

personally and as a preacher.   At that time there were very 

few empty houses in St. Alban’s, and he took a house in Alma 

Road. 

 

The little Mission Church excited a considerable amount of 

interest and adverse criticism in St. Alban’s, and strenuous 

attempts were made by the Church Association to stir up 

strife.   Of course the movement was laughed at, and its 

collapse prophesied.   A facetious little local paper nick-

named it the “Little Tin Trunk”, and by that means advertised 

the work, and aroused a considerable amount of curiosity.   

The greatest possible service, so far as advertisement was 

concerned, was rendered by this opposition. 

 

At the end of the year 1895 one page of the Sandridge Parish 

Magazine was set apart for the Bernard’s Heath District.   The 

services then on Sundays were Holy Communion at 8, Matins 

at 10.30, Holy Eucharist at 11.15, Catechetical Class at 3, 

Men’s Bible Class at 4, Evensong at 6.30 p.m.   As the weeks 

went on the church became more and more tightly packed.   

The Weekday Services were: Daily Matins 10.30, Evensong 



6.15: Fridays, Intercession, Instruction on the Prayer Book and 

Compline at 8; with Holy Communion on Wednesdays at 8 

a.m.   St. Saviour’s Guild came into being at this period.   

During the early months of this year one or other of the 

Missioners was always here.   During Lent, the Rev. Philip 

Peach, Rector of Elstree7, preached a course of Sermons on the 

Prodigal Son, on the Wednesday evenings; the Missioner took 

a course on Thursdays and Fridays, the former on “Some 

Important Questions from the Bible”, and the latter, “Lectures 

on the Prayer Book”.   On the Sunday evenings the Rev. 

Walter Jenks preached and conducted an after meeting.   

These after-meetings were a great feature of the work, and 

were of the greatest possible value. 

 

During Holy Week there was a celebration daily, and a 

sermon at Evensong by Mr. Jenks, but on Good Friday the 

services were Matins and Ante-Communion Office at 8.45 

a.m. – both Mr. Burton and Mr. Jenks had to be away for the 

Three Hours’ service elsewhere – but at Evensong at 8 p.m. 

they were both back again, Mr. Burton preaching on 

“Gethsemane, Gabbatha, and Golgotha”. 

 

After Evensong the able-bodied men of the congregation had 

an important and interesting task to perform.   The Lady 

Ebury had given a beautiful alabaster slab for the Altar, and 

as the original Altar was not of sufficient size and strength to 

bear it, a plain wooden Altar Table from Christ Church, 

Lancaster Gate, presented by the Rev. Charles John Ridgway8, 

was carried into the church and put in position9. Lady 

Ebury’s gift included the gilded frontal frame and set of four 

                                                
7
 He passed to his rest in1898. 

8
 Later Dean of Carlisle, and Bishop of Chichester, 1908 

9
 This Altar and slab were subsequently used in the larger iron building 

erected in Sandpit Lane, and upon the building of the present Chancel 
became the Lady Altar.   The Slab forms part of the new Lady Altar, 
dedicated 23 December, 1909, but the Altar Table given by Dr. Ridgway 
was given to the Parish Church of Chesterton, near Peterborough; Rector 
Rev. Alan Chaplin, who was Curate of St. Alban’s Abbey Parish 



frontals, which were used until December, 190910.   The 

Sanctuary carpet, still in use, was given by Hon. Maude 

Grosvenor, now Hon. Mrs. Maurice Glyn, and a white Gothic 

Chasuble, happily still in use. 

 

“That Easter-tide with joy was bright”. 

 

There were  one  hundred  Communicants,  and  an offering, 

given to the Church Building Fund, amounting to £26 10s. 4d. 

 

On 14 April, at a Confirmation held in Sandridge Church by 

the Bishop of Colchester, twenty-three candidates were 

confirmed from the Heath District.   Of the six males then 

confirmed three are happily still members of our 

congregation and Church workers. 

 

  

 

VII.   Parochial Activities. 
 

 

As has already been stated, the Rev. C.M. Cordeaux had 

started a Men’s Club in a room at the corner of Boundary 

Road and Sandridge Road.   Towards the end of 1895 it 

migrated to a curious slip of a room in the Culver Road which 

the Missioner secured and Miss Gandy fitted up, adjoining 

what is now a butcher’s shop.   It went by the name of 

“Dumbleton’s Block House”.   If by that name we understand 

a building that was frequently and continuously “blockaded” 

and raided by the frolicsome youth of the Heath, no building 

ever more richly earned the name.   The men used it on 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Saturdays; youths and boys on 

the other nights in the week, both used and misused it.   Mr. 

George Gower was the Secretary of the Men’s Club at the 

period, and worked it very efficiently for a number of years. 
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The Boy’s and Youth’ Club was a new departure.   The 

pioneers in the work were Mr. Vibert Jackson, Mr. Hartley 

Jackson, Mr. Douglas Haynes and Mr. Lacey.   The early days 

of that Club were pandemonium, but Messrs. Jackson and 

Haynes were equal to the occasion, and they worked most 

indefatigably and successfully in the teeth of tremendous 

difficulties, and won by good temper and patience the 

confidence of the boys,   Both Mr. Vibert Jackson and his 

brother Hartley are now priests in the Diocese of Newcastle, 

but St. Saviour’s owes them a tremendous debt of gratitude 

for the rough work which they did here amongst the lads in 

those early years.   They did much to promote Heath football, 

and were never daunted by difficulties. 

 

The Mothers’ Meeting, one of the very oldest of the Heath 

institutions, carried on by Mrs. Reynolds and Miss Loraine, 

continued and developed its work.   Miss Gandy came in the 

January, 1896, and came to stay – to stay many years yet, we 

hope and pray.   Miss Gandy had a Bible Class on Sundays 

for young men in “the blockhouse”, and with Mrs. Haynes 

had a club for girls in the little cottage in St. Peter’s Street 

where the Choir had practices.   There were no District 

Nurses in St. Alban’s in those days, and one of the earliest 

schemes set on foot was how best to meet this necessity.   In 

serious cases of illness, Mr. Burton procured nurses from 

Sister Katherine’s Nursing Home at Plaistow, and this, with 

the help in this direction which Miss Rose Fowler gave, was 

all that could be attempted for some time. 

 

The Sunday School, which had for years been superintended 

by Mrs. Reynolds, was held in the Sandridge Road School, 

and Mr. James Stephen Hand became for a short time 

superintendent of the Boys’ section, Miss Jackson, Miss Nellie 

Jackson and Miss Godman, being new workers, taking part as 

teachers.   Later on Mr. Mousley was superintendent for a 

time.   The Catechetical Class made good progress, and the 

Band of Hope began to take a new direction. 

 



In April a Concert was held in the Town Hall in aid of the 

Church Building Fund, organised by Mrs. Lubbock, and £48 

0s, 2d. was realised – the first of those remarkable 

entertainments by which large sums of money have been 

raised for various schemes connected with this parish from 

time to time. 

 

The Rummage Sale, which, as an institution here, has 

acquired a unique reputation, held in the latter part of the 

month of May in the garden of Heath Farm, marked a new 

and surprising departure.   The sum of about £15 had been 

expected, but £30 1s. 4d. was actually realised11. 
  

On July 16th the Choir had an outing to Moor Park, 

Rickmansworth, by kind invitation of Lady Ebury.   A large 

number of the Guild members came as well, and although it 

was a thoroughly wet day it was a very enjoyable one.   

Evensong was sung in the Great Hall.   On several occasions 

since then the Guild has been entertained at Moor Park, and 

on one occasion the St. Saviour’s Company of the C.L.B. 

 

 

 

 

VIII.   Last Days in the “Little Tin Trunk”. 
 

 

All through the Spring and early Summer of 1896 the little 

Church continued to be crowded, and shortly after Easter it 

was realised that something must be done, and done 

speedily, to relieve this most happy “intolerable strain”.   Up 

to that time about £500 for the permanent Chancel had been 

collected.   Rogation-tide Services had been held for some 

years at Heath Farm, and there was a well-attended service 

                                                
11

 These rummage Sales, which Mrs. Burton so enthusiastically organised 
later on, were held twice a year: about £1,000 has been raised by this 
means alone for the Church Building Fund. 



on Rogation Wednesday.   At five o’clock in the morning on 

Ascension Day there was a sung Eucharist, and nineteen 

Communicants, as well as a much larger number at 7.30, and 

a crowded church at Evensong. 

 

An enthusiastic meeting of the congregation was held 21 

May, 1896, to consider what were the best means to take for 

providing for the needs of the growing congregation.   The 

task seemed an impossible one, as funds were coming in but 

slowly, but it was decided to put up an iron room at once 

upon the site in Sandpit Lane, which might be joined on to 

the Chancel when it was built, and serve as a temporary 

Nave.   For the Chancel some £2,000 was required, and it was 

announced at the meeting that the Committee proposed 

borrowing from the Ecclesiastical Insurance Society £1,000 at 

4 per cent., the Bishop of Colchester and Mr. Ruggles Brice 

becoming guarantors to the Insurance Society.   The Rev. 

Walter Jenks had offered to lend at a low rate of interest 

another £1,000, so that the Chancel could be put in hand at 

once.   To support the action of the Committee and the 

Guarantors, it was decided to open a Guarantee Fund to 

guarantee the guarantors, and £625 was guaranteed in the 

room, by Mr. Hayes, Mrs. Bluet, Mr. Jackson, Mr. Scroggs, 

Rev. Walter Jenks, Rev. H.D. Burton, Mrs. Burton, Mr. Payne, 

Mr. Gunyon, Mr. Mitchell, Mrs. Ward, Mr. G.T. Balson, Mr. 

James Blow, Mr Wilton Hall, Mr. T.L.C. Tatham.   It was 

agreed that these guarantors should not be liable to be called 

upon for more than ten per cent. of the annual amount 

guaranteed in any one year. 

 

No time was lost in putting up the new Iron Building, and the 

last Sunday Service held in “The Little Tin Trunk” was on 7 

June, and the work of removal of the furniture to the new 

building began early on the Monday, and was carried on by a 

band of willing helpers, amongst whom Mr. James Blow, Mr. 

E. Osborn, Mr. Ben Mead and Mr G. Gower were specially 

prominent.   The Missioner was away on Mission work right 

up to the evening of St. Barnabas’ Day. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IX.   St. Saviour’s Church: the Temporary Iron 

Building. 
 

 

The new building was of the ordinary type of such temporary 

structures – just an oblong room, with a little spirelet for the 

bell.   There was a well raised platform for the altar, which 

was carried bodily from the old church to the new; the 

painted reredos was set up over it, with decent hangings on 

either side; spaces were curtained off on either side of the 

Altar platform for vestries for Choir and Clergy respectively; 

temporary seats for the Choir were ranged, choir fashion in 

front of the Altar, and the remainder of the floor space 

arranged to seat some 250 people on chairs.   A very plain 

pulpit stood on the North side of the Sanctuary, which was a 

gift to us from the old Church of the Cowley Fathers, through 

Father Page12, and also some discarded Altar rails from the 

same church.   Workers were busy up to a late hour on the 

Eve of St. Barnabas making the final arrangements, and on 

Thursday, St. Barnabas’ Day, the Rev. Walter Jenks celebrated 

in the new building for the first time.   The Missioner did not 

return till late on that Thursday afternoon.   At 7.15 the Choir 

and congregation assembled in the Little Tin Trunk, and after 

thanksgiving to Almighty God for the blessings received in 

that little church, and a prayer for grace and the divine 
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 A portion of this interesting but intensely ugly pulpit is incorporated into 
the base of the pulpit now in the nave of St. Saviour’s Church. 



Benediction to rest upon our going forth in peace to our new 

House of Prayer, the procession set forth. 

 

The Cross was borne by Mr. J.H. Hughes; then came the 

choirmaster and the choir boys and choir men in surplices, 

Mr. T.L.C. Tatham bearing a small banner13  13, the Missioner 

and the Rev. Walter Jenks.   We sang on the way, “The 

Church’s One Foundation,” “O God our Help in ages past,” 

and “Through the night of doubt and sorrow,” which brought 

us to the door of the new church.   Here, before entering, we 

sang the first verse of Veni Creator, and the remainder of it as 

we took our places. 

 

The procession excited a considerable amount of attention, as 

was to be expected; a good number of people had turned out 

to see the novel sight of a religious procession of such a 

character through the streets, and agents of the Church 

Association were busy at the church gate distributing 

literature denouncing the work we had in hand. 

 

Whilst the congregation were taking their places the hymn 

“All people that on earth do dwell,” was sung, and Evensong 

of St. Barnabas followed.   The special Psalms were cxxii, 

cxxvi, cxxvii., and the Office Hymn, “The Eternal Gifts of 

Christ the King.” 

 

The Missioner preached, his subject being, “No true greatness 

outside the religion of God”. 

 

“From the beginning the greatness of God’s people consisted 

in their religion.   It was so in the case of the children of Israel, 

and of our first parents, God being the motive power of all 

true life.   As man began to go farther and farther from God, 

so it became more and more necessary that there should be a 

visible presence of God amongst them on earth.  Religion was 
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 A very plain, simple little banner of white silk, made by Mrs. Payne, Miss 
Lilian Toulmin and Miss Winnie Fowler for the Guild of St. Saviour. 



given to man, not by man’s realization of his need, but by 

God’s dispensation.   In the administration of religion, and in 

the acceptance of that ministration by man consisted the 

safety as well as the greatness of the children of Israel.   When 

the Temple was built, it was built with great magnificence, as 

became a House in which God was to be worshipped, and its 

great magnificence, so far from displeasing God, was pleasing 

to Him.   That Temple was not great in size, but it was very 

magnificent – precious stones scintillating and flashing in 

their beauty.   This Temple was the marvel of the whole 

world, and yet it did not last long, because the people 

followed strange gods.   Within comparatively very few years 

it fell into the hands of strangers, and four hundred years 

afterwards it was razed to the ground.   Yet, all the time it 

was quite clear and plain that, if the people had kept their 

religion pure, this would not have befallen them.   But God’s 

ways of working are marvellous and wonderful, and the 

people, who had been carried away into captivity, had an 

opportunity presented to them, whereby they might effect 

their escape, and return to their native land.   The object of the 

man whom God raised to fulfil this mission was to build a 

House of God, so that people might feel that they still had the 

Presence of God amongst them.   The Temple was rebuilt by 

Zerubbabel, truly not so magnificently as at the first; built by 

men, each with his sword in one hand, and his trowel in the 

other, ready at any moment for surprise by the enemy, 

putting the cause of religion first and foremost.   This Temple 

was partially destroyed and profaned and almost razed to the 

ground.   In A.D. 76 Titus finally razed it to the ground, and 

ploughed over the site of it.   Surely this history teaches us 

one great truth, namely this: that where true real life exists we 

shall always find the Presence of God clearly shown, and 

clearly marked by buildings raised to His honour and glory. 

 

“We are erecting a building here in Bernard’s Heath district 

which I trust will stand long after the brains which have 

schemed it are at rest, so that posterity may bless us engaged 

in this work, as we bless those who, in days gone by, have 



worked for us.   I refer not to this temporary building which 

will suffice for present purposes, but to that which we shall, 

by God’s blessing, shortly begin to build; and which, as far as 

far as I am concerned, will be begun, continued and ended in 

prayer.   Certain I am that in ages yet to come this church will 

be the means of bringing peace and comfort to many a sin-

weary soul.   I earnestly exhort every one of you to take your 

part, heart and soul, in the work which our fathers carried on 

so well, and so thoroughly, in spite of all difficulties.   It is no 

easy work which we have in front of us; one which causes 

much heart-burning, and much anxiety.   But it will be done; 

and, God with us, nothing can stop it”. 

 

After the sermon, “Pleasant are Thy Courts” was sung, 

followed by Te Deum. 

 

The Vicar of Sandridge was present, and there was a crowded 

congregation. 

 

A green silk veil and burse were given by Miss Silvester, a 

Crucifix14 given by Mr. Hartley Jackson, a fair linen cloth from 

an anonymous donor, and £5 towards the green vestment. 

 

There were, of course, letters in the local papers, about the 

“goings on” at St. Saviour’s, but in the warfare of words those 

engaged in the work at St. Saviour’s took no part. 

 

During the Summer the Diocesan Guild of Intercession was 

established, with the Rev. C.E.F. Stafford as Secretary. 

 

At this period The Clock Tower, a lively little local paper, long 

since defunct, had a series of articles entitled, “Art, Religion, 

and Mud”, which record the impressions St. Saviour’s made 

upon one who looked at things from the outside.   Read at 
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 This crucifix now hangs in the Priest’s vestry; it was carved at Ober-
Ammergau 



this distance of time they are interesting and amusing; they 

certainly amused us at the time. 

 

On 9 December, 1896, detailing a visit paid to St. Saviour’s, 

the not unkind critic says:- “A visit to the “tin church” entails 

an heroic journey through a quagmire of mud that in places 

engulfs the venturesome pilgrim quite up to the ankles.   It 

must not be thought, however, that these obstacles diminish 

in any way the attendance at this new Mission ….. the key-

note of St. Saviour’s teaching is self-sacrifice … 
 

 

“What is the power that draws these people?   Is it the 

Gregorian chants, the genuflections, the preaching, or must 

we seek some subtler hidden cause?   You have only to listen 

to one sermon by the Rev. Darwin Burton to decide.   Without 

venturing upon the question of doctrine, or even dealing with 

the signal evidence of earnestness and infectious enthusiasm, 

I will speak merely of his power simply as a preacher.   He 

possesses in a unique degree the ability, the art, the genius – 

call it what you will – of moving hearts  and stirring minds by 

the power of language.   Mr. Darwin Burton would be the 

first to assert that it is not the words that are important, but 

the idea behind them; not the manner which makes effect, but 

the spirit.   Granted, but nevertheless, when an eloquent man 

speaks he uses an art – whether consciously or unconsciously, 

whether naturally attained or cultivated by the closest 

application. 

 

“First of all – this preacher is endowed with a good voice – a 

voice with a clear-cut, definite ring that can be hardened at 

will with rasping sarcasm, or softened to the tenderest pathos 

… With such an instrument at command it becomes possible 

to sound just those stops in the range of human emotion that 

the preacher’s thought requires.   He can give the quick, sharp 

home-thrusts that makes a man “sit up”; he can broaden out 

his tones to the most melodious perorations, or he can let the 

voice sink down parlante to those rapidly-uttered homely 



parentheses that are slipped in as playful flickering lights to 

relieve the greater and broader effects.   A man gifted with an 

eloquence of this kind cannot fail to move the hearts of those 

who come under his spell.   When, however, is added to this 

the thorough-going earnestness of spirit that permeates 

everything done at St. Saviour’s, there can be no wonder the 

members are enabled to emerge as easily from their “slough 

of despond” as they do now from the muddy slough of 

reality that leads to their church”. 

 

In a subsequent issue of the same journal the same critic gives 

his impressions of the Rev. Walter Jenks.   He says: “The 

preacher is young, but intensely earnest, and his deep-sunk 

eyes and hollow sounding voice produce an eerie effect, and 

at once rivets the Casual Visitor’s interest.   The sermon was 

simple and direct, well thought out, and delivered with an 

unflinching vigour and power that seems to sap the well 

worn energy of the speaker to the foundation.   He is only the 

“curate”, and the absence of the chief has thrown double 

work upon the solitary helper, which has evidently taxed a 

constitution already weakened by the too-active spirit that 

chafes in its limited physical confines.   With scarcely a pause 

for breath, he hurries on from point to point.   The old tale is 

presented in new lights, and powerful reasoning is backed up 

by simile after simile, each succeeding another with a perfect 

torrent of yearning, entreating, objurgating sentences. Full of 

power and spiritual earnestness.   The Casual Visitor is 

deeply impressed.   Though a cold observer, who has passed 

through creeds and fervid emotional beliefs, viewing them all 

with an open unprejudiced but unconvinced mind, yet even 

he, through ordinary human sympathy is attracted, nay 

deeply touched – by the spiritual sincerity and earnest 

eloquence of the preacher.   The callous view is instinctively 

changed, and the flood of the true light gleams on the icy 

confines of the soul.   Tears gently moisten the cold critical 

eye, and that magic touch of nature awakens a sympathy of 

kinship with the preacher”. 

 



Several years later, in 1901, another writer, in an “open letter” 

in the Herts. Standard, to the Rev. H. Darwin Burton, says:- 

“You are a much maligned personage.   Perhaps that is no 

news to you.   Those who differ from you on points of 

religion – not doctrine altogether, but the manner in which 

you teach it – would deny you the liberty they claim for 

themselves … I like a certain amount of ceremonial, but I 

don’t believe in crucifixes, lighted candles, incense and 

genuflections.   You do; we agree to differ, but I hope we are 

too sensible to blackguard each other because we disagree … 

You came to St. Alban’s and established a Mission of 

Bernard’s Heath in a daring manner.   You provided the 

people with something which some suspicious persons 

thought sniffed of Romanism.   I do not think you can 

grumble at the result.   They have maligned you … On the 

other hand you have never sought to interfere with anyone 

else; all you have desired is to be allowed to minister to the 

souls of men in your own way … I admire you as a preacher.   

What I like about your sermons is their individuality – the 

way you have of putting truths and thrusting them home … 

Indeed, I am struck with the deep earnestness of all the clergy 

of St. Saviour’s, and it seems characteristic of the place … 

There is no doubt you are an original kind of man.   One day 

you may be seen in full clerical garb, with cassock, the next 

one may see you in a lounge suit as if you were going to a 

garden party, and on another you may be seen in breeches 

and puttees, with a khaki helmet, scorching along the road on 

you bicycle.   That shows your adaptability to circumstances.   

Then when the war broke out you could not rest at home.   

You wanted to be in the thick of the fight.   “What does a 

parson want out there?” I heard a man ask when you were 

going away … The fact was proved that men of your standing 

were very much wanted, and that you were a solace and were 

a comfort to many a dying soldier.   As a member of the 

British Public, I would like to thank you for what you did on 

behalf of our brave Tommies … You will soon be in the throes 

of building the new nave of your church … I have heard that 

the church of St. Saviour’s is to be a very costly affair, and 



that when it is completed it will have swallowed up about 

£17,000.   It seems incredible to me…...   Don’t you think it is 

too large a sum?” 
 

               

 

X.   Laying the Foundation Stone, 1896. 
 

 

Events moved rapidly in those days.   Within a week of our 

possession of the new Iron Building the ground was marked 

out for the foundations of the Chancel, the first sod was cut, 

and Mr. Ezra Dunham’s men were busy putting in the 

footings for the walls.   It is an interesting fact to note that 

most of the bricks used in building the Chancel were made in 

the District of St. Saviour’s. 

 

The Festival of St. James, Apostle and Martyr, was fixed for 

the solemn laying of the Foundation-stone of the Church, by 

the Countess Spencer. 

 

Holy Communion was celebrated at 7.30 a.m., with the 

special intention of invoking God’s blessing upon the work, 

and at three o’clock in the afternoon the procession started 

from the Church and went to the site where the stone was 

ready for laying.   The Cross, carried by Mr. Tatham, was 

followed by the Choir, the Rev. Henry Fowler, chaplain to St. 

Albans Jail, Rev. W.D.W. Dudley, Vicar of St. Stephen’s; Rev. 

A.E. Northey, Vicar of Rickmanworth, Rev. Philip Peach, 

Rector of Elstree; Rev. J.B. Slight, Vicar of Moreton Ongar, 

and formerly Curate of Sandridge; Rev. C.M. Cordeaux, 

Curate of Little Ilford, and formerly Curate of Sandridge; Rev. 

J.A. Cruikshank, Vicar of Sandridge; the Rev. Canon Davys, 

Rural Dean; the Diocesan Missioner, and Rev. Walter Jenks, 

Assistant Diocesan Missioner, the Venerable W.J. Lawrence, 

Archdeacon, and the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of St. 

Alban’s, his pastoral staff carried by the Rev. T.T. Blockley, 



Curate of the Abbey Church.   The hymn sung in procession 

was, “O God, our Help in ages past”. 

 

At the stone were the Earl and Countess Spencer, the Lady 

Ebury, the Hon. Miss Maud Grosvenor, the Lady Cavan, Mr. 

and Mrs. G.N. Marten, Mr. A.W. Ruggles Brice, Mrs. 

Lawrence, Mrs. Leslie Bates, with the Mayor of St. Alban’s 

(Mr. H.J. Toulmin), Aldermen H.P. Smith and W. Fisk; 

Councillors T. Oakley, F.W. Kinnier Tarte, A. Rowden, W.G. 

Bennett, the Town Clerk (Mr. A.H. Debenham), and the Head 

Constable (Mr. A.F. Blatch), and a very large number of 

church folk.   After versicles and responses, Psalm lxxxiv, was 

sung, and the stone was blessed by the Bishop.   This was 

followed by the Hymn “Jerusalem, my happy home”, after 

which the Countess Spencer laid the stone “In the Faith of 

Jesus Christ, we place this Stone in the Name of God the 

Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghost.   Amen”.   This 

was followed by the Bishop’s act of dedication – “Here let 

true Faith, the Fear of God, and Brotherly Love ever remain: 

this Place is consecrated to Prayer and to the Praise of the 

Most Holy Name of the same Our Lord Jesus Christ, who 

ever liveth and reigneth with the Father and the Holy Ghost, 

One God, world without end.   Amen”. 

 

The Hymn, “Faith of our fathers”, followed, during which a 

collection was made, amounting to £62 16s. 4d.. 

 

On the way back to the Iron Church, “The Church’s One 

Foundation” was sung, and Evensong followed.   The Psalm 

was the cxviiith.   The First Lesson was read by the Rural 

Dean, and the second by the Archdeacon.   After the third 

Collect the Hymn, “For all Thy Saints, a noble throng”, was 

sung, and the Bishop preached from the words, “Ye know not 

what ye ask” (St. Matt. xx. 22). 

 

“In the Book of the revelation we read of the Holy Jerusalem, 

with its walls built upon the twelve foundations, and within 

the names of the twelve Apostles of the Lamb.   One of these, 



St. James, we commemorate today.   We have laid the 

foundation-stone of a building today which, I hope and trust, 

will be the means of teaching the true Faith to the people of 

the present age and of succeeding generations, and of 

building up Christians in their most holy Faith, teaching them 

so to live as to be prepared for the City of God, and of the life 

of the world to come.   As we think of what will be the 

outcome of our work today, in the loving mercy of God, it is 

well for us also to think of some prominent point in the life 

and character of the Apostle whom we are commemorating, 

for it may suggest some thoughts of profit to those engaged 

upon this work.   The incident to which I would call your 

attention is that one in which the words of the text occur, 

when St. James and St. John came to our Blessed Lord, 

through their mother, and asked for the highest place in His 

kingdom.   They were ambitious: they desired great things for 

themselves, and had great ideas about their future.   There 

was a wrong side to their request, no doubt; but, that request 

was not altogether wrong, or Our Lord would not have 

received them as He did. 

 

“To apply this lesson to ourselves.   In any work which we 

have in hand we ought to have a high ambition; we ought to 

desire success; we ought to make great ventures.   An 

ambitious spirit might be, no doubt, bad, worldly and selfish; 

but an ambitious spirit, on the other hand, may be sanctified; 

and, being sanctified, it will be ennobled, and made really 

capable of doing really great things.   It can be taught to be 

humble and to succeed in God’s way.   It is an ambition, but it 

is a worthy one, and a wish that we should all have, to do a 

good work in our own day, and to be great in Christ’s sight.   

In order to do this we must, in some way or other, drink of 

His cup, and be baptised with His baptism.   What that may 

mean to for us we cannot tell. 

 

May the work in connection with this Church in all its 

departments ever set forth a righteous ambition.   May those 

who have undertaken this work have an honest, burning 



desire to do great things for Christ; may the workers ever be 

inspired with a lofty purpose, and impress upon all with 

whom they come in contact the duty of high aims in life; and 

may the grace of God, through the ministrations of His 

Church, enlighten the minds of priests and people, the 

teachers and those who are taught – purify their hearts and 

enable them to keep true to their high aim, and work on well 

and patiently until the Lord shall call them to their place in 

the Kingdom prepared for them of His Father”. 

 

Such was the Bishop’s sermon in outline.   A critical local 

paper described it as a common-place affair, about nothing in 

particular; an address that might have been given anywhere 

and under any circumstances.   But then the critic did not 

know, that which some present did know, what a huge and 

overwhelming task lay in front of us.   The Missioner knew it 

full well, for strong representations had been made to him of 

the folly of putting up a big church in that small district, and 

with such slender prospect of the work being carried out, and 

in the teeth of so much opposition.   So the Bishop’s words 

came as an inspiration to those who realised the difficulties of 

the position. 

 

The Hymn, “Christ is made the sure Foundation”, and the 

Bishop’s blessing brought the service to a close. 

 

Attacks continued in the local press.   On the Eve of St. 

Bartholomew the Rev. Walter Jenks preached a Sermon, an 

outline of which it is well to record, from St. John i. 46, 

“Nathaniel said unto him, Can any good come out of 

Nazareth?   Philip saith unto him, Come and see”. 

 

“Faith is a mighty force, the power of which, after nearly two 

thousand years of Christian teaching, is to a large extent 

unsuspected by the followers of Christ.   The oft-quoted 

words  
 

“For modes of faith let graceless bigots fight; 



He can’t be wrong whose life is in the right.”  

 

though true when applied in all their fullness, are at the same 

time apt to be misleading.   They have a tendency to 

encourage the doctrine that life means only that which is seen 

of men, and virtue that which is performed in public.   Persons 

who think that seem to forget that they have a duty to God, as 

well as to their neighbours.   To them worship, prayer and 

other acts of devotion are merely the embroidery of the 

religious life, and they overlook the fact that it is required not 

only to do justly and love mercy, but also to walk humbly 

with their God. 

 

“One great obstacle to the acceptance of a full and pure faith 

in Christianity is bigotry and prejudice.   I speak of its attacks 

from without and from within the Church.   In the latter case 

many persons seem to think that they have a monopoly of 

truth, and what they have never been taught in their early 

days must be wrong.   This prejudice blinds their eyes, and 

makes them unwilling to recognise good in others; and, 

because they are unwilling, they are unable to do so.   The 

only answer to this bigotry is that which St. Philip gave to 

Nathanael – “Come and see”.   Argument will avail but little; 

investigation alone will dissolve bigotry and dispel prejudice, 

and no one has any right to pass an opinion upon any matter 

which has not been investigated. 

 

“All persons are bigots who have a strong faith in anything; 

and, in itself, bigotry is not wrong.   A bigot is merely one 

who has a strong and firm faith in his own creed; and, if 

anyone has not this, his faith cannot be worth much.   But the 

great and ever-present danger of bigotry is, lest it should lead 

to uncharitableness; and, though bigotry may or may not be a 

virtue, uncharitbleness is a damnable sin.   Even Christ who 

knew, and was Himself the Truth, though He uttered some 

scathing words against those who wilfully refused to be 

enlightened, was gentle and patient and forbearing towards 

all who, for any other reason did not at once accept His 



teaching.   It behoves the followers of Christ to remember, 

that through faith, and a true faith is one of the highest 

virtues, it is not the highest of all.   “For now abideth faith, 

hope and charity, but the greatest of these is charity””. 

 

In the autumn of this year the Rev. A.C. Duncan, then in 

deacon’s orders, joined the staff as a voluntary worker. 

 

In Advent the Bishop of Colchester paid a visit to St. 

Saviour’s, preaching at the Holy Eucharist on the Third 

Sunday in Advent, from the words, “Thy king cometh”.   He 

said in the course of his sermon;- 

 

“I rejoice with the congregation of this Church in the 

anticipation of the better Church which you are providing in 

the new Chancel, which is so soon to be opened.   With better 

accommodation you will be better able to realise what the 

mysteries are which we are here celebrating.   In joining with 

you in this act of worship today I must congratulate you upon 

the work which has been so well begun here, and only begun, 

as I hope, by my brother the Diocesan Missioner.   I commend 

your work to God’s grace, and esteem it to be a most happy 

thing that the Holy Eucharist has been restored in this Church 

to its proper position, as the great act of worship in which all 

can join”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XI.   The New Chancel, 1896. 
 

 



On the last Sunday in Advent the Church presented a most 

peculiar and impressive appearance, as the iron building had 

been connected with the New Chancel, and the east end of 

the iron building removed.   On that day the Altar stood on 

its platform without any reredos, and the tall arches of the 

Chancel and its aisles rising grandly some ten feet away 

behind it. 

 

After the service on Sunday evening the Altar was carried 

into the Lady Chapel, and at it the next morning, by the 

Bishop’s permission, Holy Communion was celebrated for 

the first time by the Missioner. 

 

Later on in the morning of St. Thomas’s Day the Bishop of St. 

Alban’s dedicated the new Chancel.   The service was very 

simple, the only clergy present besides the Mission staff being 

the Vicar of Sandridge, the Rev. J.A. Cruikshank, the Rev. 

W.D.W. Dudley, vicar of St. Stephen’s and the Bishop’s 

Chaplain, the Rev. H.J.E. Burrell.   Matins followed; there was 

no sermon. 

 

The portion of the Church which was then built comprised 

the Chancel, with the Lady Chapel on the south side, and 

Organ Chamber and sacristy on the north side.   The Chancel 

arch is 40 feet in height, with a span of 22 feet, the arches on 

either side being about 32 feet high and 12 feet six inches 

wide.   The iron building stood upon higher ground than the 

Chancel, but was considerably less in height, so that a very 

curious junction between the two buildings had to be made.   

From the iron nave a sloping ridged roof connected it with 

the top of the Chancel arch; and contained a fanlight.   The 

floor of the nave was some three feet higher than the lowest 

chancel step, so that steps had to be provided from the nave 

floor to the floor space in front of the Chancel.   This space, 

the whole width of the Chancel and Aisles, and some ten feet 

wide, got to be known as the “well”, or the “pit”; and here the 

harmonium, a two-manual instrument which Miss Gandy got 



from somewhere, stood and did service for about twelve 

months. 

 

The Altar, which was given by the Lady Ebury, is of alabaster 

marble, the re-table being polished, the Altar proper and the 

frontal, divided by niches inlaid with green marble, contain 

figures of Our Lord in Majesty; St. John Baptist, the last of the 

old Missioners, and the first of the new dispensation; St. 

Stephen the Proto-Martyr; and Archbishop Theodore of 

Tarsus15, a great organiser of the English Church.   The 

background of these panels was gilded some months later.   

The work was carried out by Messrs. Brindley and Farmer.   

The Altar Cross and six Lights, given by Lady Ebury, the 

Hon. Mrs. Maurice Glynn and Mrs. Lubbock, were made in 

Milan.   The two Eucharist Lights, given by the Countess of 

Cavan, are of gun metal, and of English make, designed by 

Mr. Bodley and executed by Messrs. Watts and Co.   The 

Altar Linen was given by various members of the 

congregation.   The Architect of the Church, Mr. William 

Woodward, gave the central Sanctuary Lamp, and the Nurses 

of Sister Katherine’s Nursing Home at Plaistow and members 

of the congregation gave the other two.   These were the work 

of Blunt Wray and Co.   Mrs. Lubbock gave a silver gilt 

Chalice and Paten.   The Processional Crucifix, by Mr. G 

.Henney, was a gift from some members of the Guild of St. 

Alban, the oldest of our modern Church Guilds, through Mr. 

John C. Mitchell: and another Processional Cross was given 

by several of the congregation.   This last is by Blunt and 

Wray.   The credence table was the gift of Dr. Wyatt Wingrave 
16, the Litany desk was carved and given by Mrs. Payne, and 

another desk was carved and given by Mrs. Leslie Bates17. 

 

                                                
15

 Archbishop Theodore, of Tarsus in Cilicia, St. Paul’s native city, was 
consecrated Archbishop of Canterbury, A.D. 668, and died 19 September, 
A.D. 690. 
16

 This Credence Table was afterwards removed to the Lady Chapel, Mr. 
Gunyon providing a larger one for the High Altar. 
17

  As regards these ornaments, at the time that they were given the names 
of the donors were known to very few people besides the Missioner 



In connection with the new Chancel, the Vicar of Sandridge 

wrote in the Parish Magazine of January, 1897:- “”Prosper 

Thou our handiwork”.   It was no small pleasure to be present  

at the Dedication of the Church of St. Saviour’s and to see 

what willing hands and loving hearts will do, in spite of 

many real difficulties.   We cannot forbear from offering to 

the Diocesan Mission Clergy a cordial greeting from the 

Parish Church, with a prayer that all religious work 

undertaken in this Parish, and in the Diocese at large, may be 

to the honour and glory of God”. 

 

The Bishop of Colchester preached at Evensong on 3 January, 

1897, and the Vicar of Sandridge at the sung Eucharist on the 

following Sunday, which closed the first Dedication Festival. 

 

During Lent the Rev. E. J. Gallop18 preached a course of 

sermons on Wednesday evenings, and on Good Friday the 

Three Hours’ Service was held for the first time; the Missioner 

conducting it, and Holy Saturday was held a Quiet Day 

which was the first of our Parochial Retreats. 

 

After Low Sunday the Rev. George Edwardes joined us as a 

Voluntary Missioner, and it was speedily realised that in him 

we had a man of strength, originality and power.   The 

following are notes of his first sermon, upon the 

Resurrection:- “We find that in the Epistles the truth of our 

Lord Jesus Christ’s Resurrection is more dwelt upon than the 

truth of His Incarnation, or the truth of His Death upon the 

Cross.   This is explained by the fact that it is by and through 

the Resurrection that we obtain the benefits of the Atonement, 

and not only everlasting life but also justification through the 

Risen Life of Christ.   We miss the importance of the 

Resurrection by not dwelling upon what it brings about.   

Fallen man was unable to stand before God and to do His 

will.   God could have done away with the consequences of 

the Fall, but that was not according to the justice of God.   Or 

                                                
18

 Then Vicar of St. Paul’s Hemelhempstead 



He could have altered His will; but that was impossible.   Or, 

He could have made fallen man able to obey by giving him 

some strength; that is, by the Life of Christ.   God accepted the 

sacrifice of Christ; but He did not consider man righteous 

because of that perfect life and death, but He imparted that 

righteousness of Christ to man by giving him His Living 

Body and Blood.   The gift of the Grace of God, the Holy 

Spirit, the Life of Christ, are in a sense synonymous terms, 

and that gift is the consummation of the Atonement.   And 

this gift has been gained by the Resurrection.   Forgiveness of 

sin is but the beginning, but the Christian must walk with 

God, grow in holiness, become the child of God, and glorify 

God.   The power of the Holy Spirit makes us capable of 

everything that is good, even as without it we were capable of 

all evil.   This is a power which makes the new man greater 

than Adam, greater and higher than the Angels.   We must 

press on to higher things.   Lent teaches the lesson of 

Repentance; Passiontide the lesson of Forgiveness; Easter still 

more, to go on, to grow in holiness.   Remember that we have 

“five talents”, the full tale, given us by the Holy Spirit, so that 

much will be expected of us, and therefore there is no time for 

sloth nor slackness in the Christian life”. 

 

Shortly afterwards the Rev. Frederick Robinson took up his 

work here – a quiet, unobtrusive, unselfish and self-denying 

work, which because it has been so unobtrusive has hardly 

been fully realised, and yet without it the regular round of 

services could never have been maintained as it has been, the 

Missioners being so much away on Mission Work in the 

Diocese. 

 

A carved oak Altar-shelf and hangings were provided for the 

Lady Chapel; an Altar Cross, the gift of Miss Scrivener, of 

Sister Katherine’s Nursing Home, and eight Lights were 

given by the Hon. Mrs. Maurice Glynn on her marriage.   The 

hanging lamp came from the old church of the Cowley 

Fathers, and was restored by Dr. Benjamin Agutter as a 

memorial of his father. 



 

 

 

XII.   Of Matters Choral, 1896 – 1902. 
 

 

Miss Reynolds had been Organist of the Mission Church long 

before the Mission Society began the work here, and at 

Christmas, 1895, Miss Rose Reynolds took over the work.   

That work was difficult and exacting.   The services were 

congregational, and nothing very ambitious in the way of 

music was attempted.   The Creed and Gloria were sung to 

settings which the congregation could sing – Merbecke, Missa 

Quinti Toni, and later Dumont and Missa de Angelis.   

Gradually the other parts of the Eucharist were sung to more 

modern and ornate settings.   At the evening services the 

Mission Hymn Book was used, and on festivals for the 

Canticles Bunnett in F became a great favourite of the 

congregation; that was practically the only excursion into the 

realms of modern music that was made.   Mr. W.H. Speer, 

Mus. Bac., wrote for us a setting of Kyrie, Sanctus, Benedictus 

and Agnus, which was used in 1897, but it never got beyond 

the MSS. Stage.   Later Mr. Healey Willan wrote one, and Mr. 

H.C. Scroggs another. 

 

As the time went on, naturally, musical people were eager for 

more and a higher class of music; but the Creed and Gloria 

were still sung to the well-known settings in which the 

congregation could join, and this remained unaltered until 

1903, when more ornate and florid modern settings were 

introduced. 

 

Miss Rose Reynolds resigned in January, 1898, and was 

succeeded by Mr. Healey Willan, a clever and promising 

young musician who also became Choirmaster in June, 1899.   

Early in 1898 a large American Organ was hired, and placed 

in the Lady Chapel at the instance of Mr. Scroggs.   The 



question of the provision of an organ was taken in hand by 

the Missioner soon afterwards, and a scheme was drawn up 

with that end in view.   Messrs. Nicholson, of Worcester, built 

the present three-manual instrument from Mr. Speer’s 

specification, at a cost of £527 10s., payment being made by 

annual instalments of £52 10s.   The Organ was dedicated by 

the Rev. Walter Jenks on Sunday, 4 September, 1898, 

immediately before the sung Eucharist.  

 

 

 
The instrument consists of three complete manuals, compass CC to G, 56 

notes, and full compass Pedal Organ, CCC to F, 30 notes.   It has tracker 

action to the manuals, and tubular pneumatic to the Pedal Organ. 

 
GREAT ORGAN, 7 STOPS, CC to G, 56 NOTES 

 

1. Open Diapason Metal 8ft. 56 pipes 

2. Keraulophon (12 lowest from No.3 bass) 56 

notes 

Metal 8ft. 44 pipes 

3. Clarabella and Stopped Bass Wood 8ft. 56 pipes 

4.  Principal Metal 4ft. 56 pipes 

5. Harmonic Flute Metal 4ft. 56 pipes 

6. Fifteenth Metal 2ft. 56 pipes 

7.  Trumpet Metal 8ft. 56 pipes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SWELL ORGAN, 8 STOPS, CC to G, 56 NOTES 

 

8. Bourdon                                          Wood  and     Metal 16ft. 56 pipes 

9. Open Diapason Metal 8ft. 56 pipes 

10. Salicional (full compass) Metal 8ft. 56 pipes 

11. Rohr Flute                                       Wood  and Metal 6ft. 56 pipes 

12. Wald Flute Wood 8ft. 56 pipes 

13. Piccolo Wood 2ft. 56 pipes 

14. Oboe Metal 8ft. 56 pipes 

15. Cornopean Metal 8ft. 56 pipes 

. 

 

CHOIR ORGAN, 4 STOPS, CC to G, 56 NOTES 

 

16. Dulciana (full compass)                   Wood  and Metal 8ft. 56 pipes 



17. Lieblich Gedact Metal 8ft. 56 pipes 

18. FlautoTraverse Wood 4ft. 56 pipes 

19. Clarionet (to tenor c) Metal 8ft. 44 pipes 

 

 

PEDAL ORGAN, 3 STOPS, CCC to F, 30 NOTES 

 

20. Open Diapason Wood 16ft. 30 pipes 

21 Bourdon Wood 16ft. 30 pipes 

22 Principal Metal 8ft.  30 pipes 

 

COUPLERS, ETC. 

 

23. Great to Pedal 26. Swell to Great 

24. Swell to Pedal 27. Swell to Choir 

25. Choir to Pedal 28. Tremulant 

 

Three composition Pedals to Great Organ, three to Swell Organ. 

Foot Pedal to operate “Great to Pedal”. 

Pedals of Birch, to the College of Organists’ Scale.   That was the standard at the time.   

They are, therefore, concave and straight with the sharps radiating. 

 

After the Dedication, Mr. Speer played the introduction to 

Wagner’s “Parsifal” and Smart’s “Postlude” in D; and in the 

evening a Romance in D flat by Lemare, and Bach’s Fugue 

“St. Anne” were played by Mr. Willan. 

 

Since that day the Organ has had plenty of hard work, and 

many brilliant players have tested its capacities to the solace 

and enjoyment of many, and to them hearty thanks are due.   

But the unseen labours of the “man behind are not less 

worthy of appreciative thanks.   The story goes, that in a 

certain Cathedral the blower was an adept at bellows 

management that he knew exactly how many pumps at the 

lever were required for each “service” in use there, and he 

always had a list of the week’s “services” posted up in his 

little den.   One afternoon the service posted was Rogers in D.   

“Sixty four”, said the blower; pumped the required number 

and then retired.   But the organist had changed the service to 

Attwood in C, a much lengthier composition…During the 

second lesson the organist raged down the stairs to know 

why the supply of wind had been cut off.   “Look ‘ere, sir”, 

said the blower, nothing abashed, pointing to the service list, 



“this ‘ere list says Rogers in D, and I blowed Dr. Rogers; if 

you’d a told me as you wanted Hattwood in C I’d a blowed 

accordin’”.   Mr. Ernest Waller has for many years “blowed 

accordin’, and has never let out wind. 

 

In that same year the St. Cecilia Came into existence, and by 

that means it became possible to have a sung Eucharist on all 

Holy Days occurring upon week-days.   Its first Choirmaster 

was Mr. Scroggs, and Mr. Willan was its Organist.   It was for 

the Choir that Mr. Willan wrote the Service already 

mentioned. 
 

 

The earliest list of Choirmen and Choirboys now in existence 

is dated 1897:- Boys – Stanley Blow, Sidney Blow, Alfred 

Eames, F. Eames, Fred Evans, Albert Mead, Walter Mead, 

Arthur Nightingale, W.A. Nightingale, Herbert Rance, Robert 

Smith, Arthur E. Simms, F.C. Simms, Frank Vernon, Harry G. 

Vernon, and E. Osborn.   Men - Messrs. Scroggs, 

Wythycombe, Wyche, Gower, Blow, Hughes, Mitchell, 

Osborn, Corley, Siggery, Freeman, Hartley Jackson, R. 

Arnold, J.H. Willan, and Massey.    Servers – H.J. Blow, H.R. 

Simms, and a little later, Stanley Blow, Alfred Richardson, 

Arthur E. Simms, and H.G. Vernon.   Sacristan, Mr. T.L.C. 

Tatham.   Sidesmen – Messrs. Mead, Warren, Simpson, 

Christmas, and Hughes, and Mr. J. Reynolds, Treasurer of  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Church Accounts. 

 

In June 1900, Mr. Willan resigned, and Mr. Edwin Pull 

became Organist, with Mr. Scroggs as Choirmaster.   The 



latter, however, resigned in the course of a few months, and 

Mr. Pull was only here until the end of the year.   At this 

period the Choir touched low-water mark, and things were in 

an unsettled condition for some time.   In March, 1901, Mr. 

John J. Dalgleish became Organist and Choirmaster, and 

carried on the work until September, 1902. 

 

Mr. Tatham resigned his office of Sacristan in June, 1900, 

since which time Mr. J.H. Gunyon has performed the office of 

Clerk at the Sunday morning services, and has served 

regularly on one or more days in the week. 

 

Long before the Mission Society came to the Heath, Mr. 

Henry Aldous was Verger of the little church, and he held 

that post at St. Saviour’s until his death in August, 1898.   A 

diligent, quiet and courteous man, he was much missed.   A 

small brass tablet in the Lady Chapel commemorates him.   It 

was some time before a suitable successor could be found, but 

it was quite worth while waiting, for in September, 1899, our 

present Verger, Mr. John D. Christmas, was appointed – one 

devoutly attached to the Church, and loved by all – the most 

hard-working and most uncomplaining Verger in this City or 

Diocese. 

 

After Mr. Willan resigned, Miss Toulmin became Organist for 

the St. Cecilia Choir, in which office she has worked 

indefatigably.   From the very first she has played the Organ 

at the Sunday afternoon services, and devoted an enormous 

amount of time to developing the children’s part in these 

services.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

XIII.   Work and Workers, 1897 – 1902. 
 

 

These were years of great activity as regards direct work and 

effort upon the Heath.   Many plans were devised, many 

tried; some successful up to a point, some failed, others 

succeeded fat beyond our expectations.   Workers came and 

went; some got tired and went; many more from force of 

circumstance had to leave the work because their homes were 

removed elsewhere and new ties and new duties claimed 

them.    

 

But amidst all the changes, ever ready to help in word and 

deed, there has been Miss Gandy, always more than busy, yet 

ever finding time to help forward and infuse life into any 

scheme to help the Heath. 

 

There was one branch of work which the Missioner had in his 

mind from the beginning to establish here viz. some 

organisation of Rescue and Preventive work.   Miss Festing, 

the sister of the Bishop, was working very hard to secure 

united action in the Diocese for carrying on and consolidating 

such work.   For a good many years before 1895 “The Society 

for the Care of Friendless Girls” had been doing a very 

important and useful work in St. Alban’s, under the 

presidency of Mrs. Lawrence.   An offer was made by Lady 

Ebury to provide a small house on the Heath as a shelter, and 

that offer was accepted at a meeting held 29 February, 1896.   

On Miss Festing’s suggestion it was decide that the Society 

should become a Branch of the Diocesan Union for the 

Preventive, Rescue and Penitentiary Work, and Miss Gandy 

accepted the post of Superintendent of the St. Alban’s Shelter.   

Needless to say, the Diocesan organization has developed 

enormously since those days. 

 



Then, too, we have been blessed above all along most places 

with the organizing genius – for it is nothing else than that – 

of Mrs. Frederick Robinson.   Warm-hearted, clear-headed, 

abounding in tact, and with the marvellous gift and grace of 

getting all sorts of people of most varied tastes and capacities 

to work together harmoniously, it would be hard to say what 

we do not owe to her.   

 

The Sunday School had many difficulties to face.   After the 

congregation migrated to Sandpit Lane the Boys, Girls and 

Infants were all crowded into the little Mission Room in 

Culver Road, and the teachers who bravely kept the flag 

flying through this trying period were Mrs. Freeman, Miss 

Godman, Miss Nellie Reynolds, Miss L. Toulmin, Miss 

Nightingale, and Miss Nellie Jackson.   Shortly after the larger 

hall was added to the original building Mrs. Robinson 

became the Superintendent, since which time both the 

organization and the efficiency of the School have rapidly 

improved, and it has gone on steadily and progressively ever 

since. 

 

The Children’s Catechetical Class held on Sunday afternoons 

in the Church has really a history of its own.   It began with 

the first Sunday in Advent in 1895, and has been vigorously 

and successfully worked ever since.   The Missioner has 

always regarded this as one of the most important 

departments of work.   Mr. Jenks worked at it very 

thoroughly, and since he left us Miss Lilian Toulmin has 

devoted herself to it with characteristic concentration and 

energy. 

 

The Bible class for young men which Miss Gandy took up in 

1895 went steadily on until the C.L.B. absorbed its material in 

1898.   Miss Wilson almost from the first had a Bible Class and 

Social Class for Girls, which she carried on most successfully 

until she left St. Alban’s in 1904.   Miss B. Hornby came in 

June, 1898, and lived in Culver Road side by side with Miss 

Gandy at St. Barnabas, and she, too, had a class for girls and 



developed work amongst them in various directions.   She 

exercised, too, a very gracious influence amongst the lads and 

young men – “Miss Hornby’s Heathen Hooligans,” now 

scattered far and wide, treasure with more than appreciation 

the memory of what she did for them.   Other indefatigable 

workers were Miss Yates, Miss Rose Fowler, Miss Saltmarsh 

and Nurse Harmer. 

 

The Rev. Walter Jenks in 1897 came to live in Cumberland 

Road; and, later on, in the Sandridge Road.   He allowed the 

servers and the elder Choir Boys to hold their club in his 

house; and, still later, his study in the Sandridge Road was 

the rallying-place on Sunday evenings after service for the 

Servers and others, where many friendships were formed and 

much valuable work done.   There, on one occasion, they met 

their old friend Mr. Cordeaux, and on several occasions 

Father David Jenks and men from the Society of the Sacred 

Mission (Kelham).   Besides this, Mr. Jenks was always, when 

at home, assessable to all and sundry – and they were many – 

who sought his counsel and direction. 

 

Then, too, there were the various Clubs for Men, Lads, and 

Boys, which have had to be organised and re-organised over 

and over again, each year almost requiring special treatment 

owing to rapidly changing circumstances.   Messrs. Gower, 

Siggery, Corley and Haynes worked diligently for the Men’s 

Club for a number of years.   In the Lads’ and Boys’ Club the 

Rev. F. Robinson has done more than his share of hum-drum 

work, work that must have fallen through times and again for 

lack of helpers, had he not stuck to the post so unselfishly. 

 

These various schemes and causes, to say nothing of the 

Mothers’ Meeting which under Mrs. Robinson and Mrs. 

Burton pursued its useful work at this period without 

intermission, were much hampered for want of room, until in 

desperation the Missioner took the “bit between his teeth and 

began to build”.   The building was the Parish Hall, joined on 

to the “Tin Trunk”,   It is not a thing of beauty, but it has done 



and is doing a tremendous amount of good work which could 

not have been done without it.   It was opened on St. James’s 

Day, 1898, by Mrs. G.N. Marten, a most kind and generous 

supporter and helper of St. Saviour’s from the first; and this 

was followed by a Parochial tea to which one hundred and 

eighty sat down.   Then came the first of many dramatic 

entertainments which have been found so useful in bringing 

grist to the mill. 

 

The Church Lads’ Brigade was inaugurated 17 February, 

1898, and drilled first in the little room.   A most generous 

supporter of that movement was Mr. Edgar Taylor.   The first 

Captain was Mr. Ernest Marten, and Messrs. Withycombe 

and R. Erskine were the Lieutenants.   Those were exciting 

times, and much hard work on the part of the officers and 

lads, aided by Sergeant Jump, gradually evolved order out of 

chaos.   The C.L.B. did much to raise the tone of the lads, led 

to the formation of many firm and lasting friendships, and to 

the spiritual welfare of not a few.   It had a band – Drums and 

Fifes; but the latter did not produce enough noise to gratify 

the “soaring human boy”, so later on Bugles took the place of 

the Fifes, and gradually under the guidance of Instructor 

Cavill and Mr. F.W. Corley, it became a very creditable little 

Bugle Band.   In 1900 Mr. A.E. Taylor took over the command, 

and Messrs. W. Purrott, H. Freeman, and P. Steabben became 

Lieutenants – the two latter for a short time only.   It was the 

indefatigable effort of Mr. Purrott during the absence of Mr. 

G.E. Marten in South Africa, and of Mr. Taylor in India, that 

kept the Company together, and raised it to a high state of 

efficiency.   When, about the time that the Boer war came to a 

close, and the drill was changed, difficulties arose in getting 

suitable officers.   Then, too, our funds19 19 ran out, and 

although the Company and Band were in a very efficient state 

and the lads were keen, it had to suspend operations.  The 

loss of the C.L.B. has been a great calamity; nothing that has 
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been attempted since has covered the same ground, and this 

fact must be chronicled as one of our failures.   The C.L.B. was 

expensive, it was noisy, but it did good work and might have 

accomplished great things. 

 

In the autumn of 1897 Nurse Harmer came as District Nurse, 

and her advent was a great blessing to the Heath.   She 

worked as Nurse at the same time in the Abbey Parish.   This 

was no light task, the two districts being so widely separated.   

She was helped here on the Heath by Miss Fowler, and in the 

second year of her work paid no fewer that 4,106 visits to 221 

patients, of whom 130 were Heath cases.    For a short time 

after her departure the two districts were worked by her 

successor, Nurse Cloutte; but the work had extended so 

much, that in 1901 Nurse Fisher took over the Heath district, 

and has worked it ever since with the help from time to time 

of Miss L. Silvester.   What their work is the Heath knows and 

appreciates, but the real value of it has hardly been realised 

by the congregation of St. Saviour’s Church to he extent it 

should be, and the Parish Nurse Fund is one that ought to 

receive a much larger measure of support than is at present 

forthcoming. 

 

In the social work, amongst the young people especially, the 

more than capable efforts of Mr. and Mrs. MacLarty were 

most generously given, and they did, notably at this period, a 

vast amount of work in raising the ideals and brightening the 

lives of the folk on the Heath.   

 

 

 

XIV.   The War Time, 1900-1901. 
 

 

South Africa claimed many thousands from Great Britain, 

and the Missioner received a call to go out to the front to 

minister to our brave troops, arriving at Cape Town on 11 



June,1900, having been escorted to the Midland Railway 

Station by the C.L.B. on 23 May. 

 

A bag, containing the necessary equipment of Eucharistic 

Vessels, was given to the Missioner by Mrs. Sheppard and 

some members of the congregation upon his departure.   That 

bag accompanied him through all his wanderings and 

happily came back again with him bearing the marks of wear 

and tear; it could tell many a thrilling tale associated with the 

passing away of many a brave man. 

 

At this period the following Heath men were serving at the 

front:- Mr. John Reynolds; Frederick Joseph and Horace 

Robinson, Argyll and Sutherland Highlanders; Christopher 

Daniells, 4th Bedfords; Ernest Sibley and Harry Vass, 2nd 

Bedfords; Hezekiah Stone, Benjamin and Walter Lewis, Herts 

Militia; George Harrison, St. Alban’s Volunteers.   Others 

were Alfred Bacon, Army Service Corps; Harry Tooke, St. 

Alban’s Volunteers; Charles Kiff and George Bailey, 3rd 

Dragoon Guards.   Henry Warwick died at Barberton. 

 

Needless to say, the Missioner and his work in South Africa 

was not forgotten whilst he was away, and the round of work 

and worship went steadily on.   Mr. Duncan had left us in the 

early part of 1898, and the parish was in charge of Mr. Jenks.   

The absence of the Missioner, of course, made both him and 

Mr. Edwardes exceptionally busy with the Mission work.   

Mr. Edwardes was never associated as closely with the work 

on the Heath itself as was Mr. Jenks, but he did splendid 

work for many of our lads especially.   Mrs. Edwardes 

endeared herself to many by her bright and kindly sympathy, 

and her sudden death on 1 August, 1900, came as a great grief 

to us.   It was no ordinary emotion which led a large number 

of the congregation to take part in the solemn procession 

which accompanied the body to the railway station, and to 

gather at the requiem Eucharist on the following morning.   

The lessons of that sad time can never be forgotten by those 

who were with us then; they deepened our appreciation of 



and our love for Mr. Edwardes, and we understood him as 

we had never done before. 

 

In the September issue of the Parish Magazine, Mr. Edwardes 

wrote:- 

 

“My dear Friends, - May I use our Magazine as a means of 

thanking more openly and fully than is otherwise possible, 

for the great assurance you have given me of your love and 

sympathy?   However terrible may be the weight of the 

burden I am bearing, you have made me feel already the 

value of affliction, in that I have learnt more fully the reality 

of the love that exists among Christians.   It is the selfishness 

of prosperity that divides us, the sympathy of pain draws us 

closer together. 

 

“But I will ask for more than I have received; for your 

continuing prayers that her soul may be refreshed in rest, and 

that my spirit may be strengthened for the more lonely work 

that is before me. 

 

“May God reward you for your love.   In your hours of need 

and sorrow may He comfort and support you. 

 

          “Yours affectionately, 

 

          “George Edwardes”. 

 

The Memorial to Mrs. Edwardes in the Lady Chapel was 

erected by members of the congregation. 

 

And he has been and is a devoted Missioner, sparing himself 

never in the Master’s service; never making trouble of 

difficulties and bitter disappointments, ever ready to help, to 

sympathise and to encourage. 

 

Then Miss Edwardes came to us, and taking up the Bible 

Class which Mrs. Edwardes had started, devoted herself with 



a splendid energy into furthering the work upon the Heath in 

every possible way.   Gathering round her a little band of 

helpers, she put new life and vigour into the Band of Hope 

and the Girls’ Friendly Society, exercising a sound and 

healthy influence in all directions. 

 

In September, Miss Hornby was obliged to leave us, and her 

place has never been re-placed; but we had frequently her 

help and co-operation, notably in the production of “The 

Rivals”, in 1902, which the last and best effort of her 

“Hooligans”.    

 

Mr. Jenks instituted a scheme for aiding the Church Building 

Fund, and members of the congregation were invited to make 

a special effort by each contributing one day’s complete 

income or earnings on 4 November. 

 

Early in November it was announced that the Missioner was 

on his way home from the front, invalided.   The news was 

more than welcome, although the cause gave considerable 

anxiety, and he reached St. Alban’s 20 November, 1900. 

 

The joy at the Missioner’s return was clouded by the fact that 

Mr. Jenks was leaving us for Aberlour, N.B., and those who 

worked with him one and all have never ceased missing him.   

That our loss is Aberlour’s gain we know, and a great gain.   

Mr. Jenks preached his last sermon to us on 20 January, 1901, 

from the words, “Trust in the Lord with all thine heart, and 

lean not unto thine own understanding.   In all thy ways 

acknowledge Him; and He shall direct thy paths”   On the 22 

January Queen Victoria died, and on St. Paul’s Day Mr. Jenks 

went to Aberlour. 

 

 

 

XV.   The Missioner and South Africa. 
 



 

Of the Missioner himself but scant mention has been made 

thus far, but behind all the work that was done was the 

personality of the Missioner.   When he received the call to go 

as Chaplain to the “front” he went.   And so it has been all 

along.   When he made up his mind that a thing had to be 

done – well, he started it; and there was no time to stand 

around and study the “pro and con.” Whatever was in hand, 

and the workers had to “come on”.   On the whole the 

workers  “came on” very well, often with trepidation as to 

what was going to happen, but as “the trumpet gave no 

uncertain sound”, times and again the “apparently 

impossible” task was accomplished. 

 

Mr. Burton’s idea in going to the front as a Chaplain was to be  

with the fighting body that he might be of use to the 

wounded and the dying.   That involved many hair-breadth 

adventures, many heart-rending experiences on a stricken 

field. 

 

Here is a brief narrative taken in conversation with a reporter 

of the Herts.  Standard a few days after he came home. 

 

“When I arrived at Capetown I went straight to Pretoria, 

where I was attached to the 14th Brigade.   Then I had three 

hospitals in my charge.   They were excellent, and nothing 

could be better.   At that time there were no Sisters, and 

everything was done by orderlies.   Of course there were 

other places in other parts of the theatre of war where things  

might have been done better.   It must be so in every war, but 

they never came under my notice, and I had a pretty large 

experience of both field and base hospitals during the short 

time I was out there.   There certainly were not enough 

Chaplains at the front.   An army ought to have at least one 

chaplain to every regiment.   I found very few in the advance.   

Besides myself there was one Wesleyan and one Roman 

Catholic for a division of some ten thousand men. 

 



“I remained in Pretoria some eight or nine weeks.   Then  I 

was transferred from the 14th Brigade to Cunningham’s 

Brigade, and was attached to the King’s Own Scottish 

Borderers.   We trekked to Belfast and then returned to 

Pretoria, where we were reviewed by Lord Roberts.   After 

that we marched out to Silicote’s Nek, which we took in a stiff    

fight; then we went on to Commando Nek which we also 

took and held, after which we went on to Rustenburg, where 

we relieved Baden-Powell.   We brought him back to 

Commando Nek, and through Zaekoo’s Hook we went north 

to Lichtenburg on the Mafeking Road.   Striking due north we 

went on to Oliphant’s Nek, where we had a fight.   Some of 

the papers make a great thing of this engagement, but it was 

not half a fight compared with some of the others which were 

not mentioned at all.   We marched back to Rustenberg again, 

and then to Bethany, over the Crocodile River, across the 

Aapies and up to within a few hours of Warmbaths.   Then 

we went down the line through Hamman’s Kraal, past 

Waterfall, and into Pretoria.   Here we stayed four days, after 

which we trekked out to Middleberg, Pan, Belfast, and up to 

Novitgrdacht.   Then my regiment went back and held 

Belfast.   At Waterfall I contracted Malaria fever, and 

unfortunately was taken to Pretoria and placed in hospital, 

and from thence to Capetown, and invalided home. 

 

“The worst experience of the whole war was the march from 

Pretoria to Belfast in a terrible storm.   We marched all day 

and into the night.   It was my first march.   I was attached to 

the K.O.B.’s.   We had no fighting, except a little shell-fire, but 

the rain, thunder, and lightning were terrible, while the cold 

was intense.   We had no bivouacs, and nothing except what 

we could take ourselves.   Many of the soldiers had nothing to 

eat.   I pushed on to headquarters.   During that day we 

marched eighteen miles; the column was a very large one, 

and the convoy was seven miles long.   Lord Roberts was 

present in command, and those who went through this 

experience had never passed through anything like it before.   

The lightning was so bad that many of the horses would not 



face it.   I should say that during the march the bullocks and 

cattle dropped in thousands, and in one case I counted sixty 

alone. 

 

“One of the most interesting experiences I had was in a Boer 

laager after the disaster to the Lincolns at Silcote’s Nek.   I 

went in to bury the Lincolns who had fallen.   The Boers 

attended the funeral and were very reverent.   I had to bury 

five bodies, but they had to be found first; it was a dreadful 

business altogether.   I was at the taking of the Nek 

afterwards by Cunningham’s Brigade.   We had fifty 

casualties in about half-an-hour.   I attended the wounded 

and the dying, both Boer and British. 

 

“It is ridiculous to ask anybody to describe his sensations 

upon going into action.   If a man says he likes it, I don’t 

believe him.   Nor do I believe that war brutalises people.   

You may get cases of where men have a lust for fighting, but I 

found the men more tender and feeling at services before 

going into battle than after.   I believe that the work of the 

Chaplains has been a source of strength, and that it has been 

appreciated.   As an instance of the help that a Chaplain’s 

words may bring to soldiers on active service I was told by a 

badly wounded man of the Lincolns that, as he and others lay 

under a wagon exposed to a hot fire during the disaster at 

Silicote’s Nek, they discussed a short sermon I had preached 

to them the Sunday before from the text, “While we have time 

let us do good unto all men”.   Their conversation ended in an 

act of heroism on the part of one of them, who, remarking 

that he hadn’t done much good in his time, but would try and 

do some now, stood up, and signalled to the Boers that they 

under the wagon were wounded and needing help; and 

action which meant almost certain death, but which, as a 

matter of fact, was the means of saving their lives, for the 

Boers not only ceased firing on the wagon, but sent a doctor 

to their relief”. 

 



The Home-coming of the Missioner was a notable one 

amongst the many which St. Alban’s has seen.   The ship 

“Orotava” arrived 20 November, and at Southampton Mrs. 

Burton and Mrs. F. Robinson met him, and detained him 

there, so that he might reach St. Alban’s in the evening.   St. 

Saviour’s Company C.L.B., under Lieutenant Purrot, were at 

the station to meet him, and there were some two thousand 

people there as well.   When he came out of the station he had 

a most moving reception, and it was with difficulty that the 

crowd was kept back.   Headed by the Union Jack and the 

Bugle Band of the Company, and accompanied by torch-

bearers, the Missioner and his family in a landau, and Mrs. 

Robinson, in her governess car, were escorted by an 

enormous and enthusiastic crown via Beaconsfield Road, 

Lemsford Road, Manor Road, Hillside Road, and Avenue 

Road, to Stone Cross.   The City Silver Band had tuned out, 

but they “Conquering Hero’ed” up Victoria Street.   The 

Bugle Band claimed their man and took him home their way.   

At Stone Cross the Heath was waiting with torches and 

lanterns.   Here the horses were taken out of the landau, and 

it was drawn by men and boys along Sandridge Road, 

Boundary Road, and Culver Road to the Parish Hall.   Then 

the Missioner received a tremendous ovation.   The Mayor, 

Mr H.J. Toulmin, mounting the box of the carriage, tendered 

his congratulations to Mrs. Burton upon her husband’s safe 

return, and Mr. Burton upon the work he had done at the 

front.   At this point the City Band struck up “Rule Britannia”, 

and then Mr. Haynes, on behalf of the congregation presented 

the following address of welcome:- “The Congregation of the 

Church of St. Saviour’s in the City of St. Alban’s to the Rev. 

Harry Darwin Burton, Greetings: Whereas, by the mercy of 

God, you have safely returned from your labours with the 

Troops of the Queen’s Majesty in South Africa, we hereby 

tender to you our hearty welcome.   Actuated by profound 

pity and sympathy for your fellow-subjects fighting in South 

Africa, and deeply impressed with the necessity for their 

spiritual protection by the means of Prayer and the Holy 

Sacraments, you unselfishly left your home to more fully 



supply them with these blessed privileges.   As our Prayers 

have been continually offered for your support during your 

absence, so we now beseech the Almighty God to remember 

for good your sacrifices, and to continue to bless, as He has 

been wont, your ministry of His Word and Sacraments 

amongst us.   Feast of St. Edmund, King and Martyr, A.D. 

1900”. 

 

The Missioner thanked the people most heartily for their 

welcome; he would remember it all his life, and he hoped that 

he might be spared for many years to work amongst them. 

 

The carriage was then drawn to St. Saviour’s house amidst 

the greatest enthusiasm, illuminations, and a display of 

fireworks, the C.L.B. forming a guard of honour, and the 

Missioner safely and happily landed home in peace with 

honour. 

 

 

 

XVI.   The Building of the Nave, 1901-1902. 
 

 

On 21 July, 1901, at the sung Eucharist, the Missioner 

preached from 1 Chron. xxix. 6-10, upon the Temple of 

Solomon.   “The man, David, whose heart had conceived it, 

whose whole mind and life were of it, was asleep in God 

when it was built.   Nine years ago it was in my heart and 

mind to build a Church in this place.   The opportunity came, 

and for seven years we have worked.   I see here faces of 

many of those who were with me from the first. Some have 

fallen away, some have waxed cold, but the most part are still 

true and leal, and striving to collect for the building.   Until 

to-day.   And, I ask you, is it worthy? 

 

“Well, dear people, the Chancel, the beginning, is here, and 

you have the responsibility of paying for it.   It is wearing out 



many of those who have to bear it, and there is a danger lest 

we should get slack in the work of saving, and asking, and 

begging for that which is necessary for us to collect.   We are 

in debt £1,181 4s. 2d., and if every single soul in this 

congregation put the whole mind and whole heart into 

getting this sum it would be done in three months.   You say, 

“I don’t like to beg”.   No; but you have got to do it, or you 

must answer to Almighty God for it. 

 

“And the there is the Nave.   It must be built, and it must be 

built at once.   And this is a great day for us; and tonight, 

please God, we will sing a Te Deum, for God has put it into 

the heart of one man to do a great deed for us, and when you 

hear, some of us will be ashamed, for we have done so little!   

I, who have known something of Church building, have 

never worked on so small a scale as this, for in these seven 

years, I have received nothing bigger than £50.   And now, 

from the heart of one man, I have received, for the building of 

the Nave – unconditionally – five thousand pounds!   Gloria 

Tibi Domine. 

 

“But we must not forget the chancel debt – yours and mine.   

Let us have it off before we build our Nave.   There is danger 

lest we go away saying, “Now one great man has given much 

we can rest”.   I do feel that many of you have done more than 

all you can, but I also feel intensely that many of you have not 

done the half.   It will be a scandal if you, who take the 

privileges of this Church, who for several years now have 

knelt at its Altar to receive the Blessed Sacrament of the dear 

Lord’s Body and Blood, do not make a speedy effort to clear 

the debt which is due to Almighty God Himself; for our days 

in this temporary Nave are getting numbered; and, if it please 

God to give us an ordinary life, we shall live to see our 

Church completed”. 

 

Again things moved, and moved rapidly.   Shortly it became 

known that the donor was Mr. Frank Taylor, of Bucknalls, 

and that the estimated cost of the Nave was £11,000.   On 1 



August, at a meeting of the Church Building Committee 

under the Chairmanship of the Bishop of Colchester, it was 

decided:- 1. That the work should be proceeded with at once.   

2. That the Ecclesiastical Insurance Office be asked on what 

terms they will advance the £6,000 required on the personal 

guarantee of the Bishop of Colchester, Mr. Frank Taylor, Mr. 

George Haynes, and the Rev. H.D. Burton.   Out of this 

Committee a local Sub-Committee was formed with Mr. 

Frank Taylor as Chairman.   The liability amounted to £700 a 

year, and at once some twenty-five members of the 

congregation guaranteed £185 12s. a year. 

 

A meeting of the congregation was held in the Parish Hall, 23 

September, with Mr. Frank Taylor in the chair.   Up to that 

evening £241 had been guaranteed annually, so that the 

interest on the loan was assured.   In six years £3,380 had been 

collected for the Chancel. 

 

By the 31 October the money borrowed from the Ecclesiastical 

Insurance Office six years before had been repaid. 

 

A month and more before that date Mr. E. Dunham’s men 

had been busy with the footings for the Nave, and on 10 

November, exactly six years from the date upon which the 

Mission Society took over the Heath District, the last service 

was held in the Iron Nave.   The arches of the Chancel and its 

Aisles were boarded up, the temporary choir stalls removed, 

the Chancel and the Lady Chapel were closely packed with 

chairs, and for one week, and one week only, the Daily 

Eucharist was suspended.   Then daily service was resumed 

in the Chancel.   On Sundays the Choir was ranged on the 

Sanctuary steps, and the limited space was, of course, very 

much crowded.   A service for children was held in the Parish 

Hall, and there the Catechetical Class was held in the 

afternoons, and Evensong was sung until the beginning of 

September, 1902, when that service was held in the Chancel. 

In September the Organist, Mr. Dalglish, resigned, and Mr. 



Fred Harold Dudley was appointed to the post, with Mr. 

Harold C. Scroggs as Choirmaster. 

 

The Rev. W.D. Standfast, who had been working at St. Paul’s, 

Hemelhempstead for some time, came to the District 1 May 

for three months.   In October the Rev. J.A.M. Montford, from 

St. John the Evangerist’s, Taunton, joined the Mission staff.   

On 28 October he preached at Evensong for the first time 

from 1 Corinthians xii, 20 and following verses – the 

interdependence of the members of the Body of Christ upon 

each other.   We recognised the fact at once that one had come 

amongst us with gifts of eloquence of no mean order.   On 

that Sunday the boarding between the Chancel and its Aisles 

and the new building had been removed, and the whole 

building could be seen from end to end.   The congregation 

occupied not only the chancel, but the space under the 

crossing as well. 

 

And so closed the first seven years of the life of St. Saviour’s 

Church – the years of infancy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XVIII.   The Dedication of the Nave. 
 

 

On All Saints’ Day, 1902, the Nave was Dedicated by Henry 

Frank, Lord Bishop of Colchester.   The Nave had take about 

fourteen months to build – happily, without any accident to 

the men employed upon it.   The materials used were local 

red brick for the external facings, with Ancaster stone for the 



dressings; the internal facings of Fletton bricks, and the stone 

work from Bath stone quarries.   The block floor was laid by 

Messrs. Geary, Walker and Co., of Queen Victoria Street, and 

the doors were made by Messrs. Keeling, Teale and Co., of 

Hammersmith.   Grundy’s system was adopted for heating, 

and the gas installation was done by Welsbach Co.   The Bell, 

the gift of Mr. Edgar Taylor, was founded by Mears and 

Stainbank.   The Choir-stalls, the Altar rails, and the pulpit of 

oak were a further gift from Mr. Frank Taylor, and the 

Lectern was provided through the instrumentality of Mr. 

T.L.C. Tatham20  The Font and the Font cover21 were restored 

by Mr. G. Haynes in memory of Captain A.E. Haynes, R.E., 

who fell in action at Makinos Kraal, Mashona Land, in 1896.   

The leaded lights were supplied by Mr. Salisbury, who 

designed and executed the stained glass window at the end of 

the North Aisle.   This window was the gift of Mr. Ezra 

Dunham, the builder of the Church, and it is interesting to 

note that the heads of the figures in it were fixed by Mr. 

Stanley Blow, one of the first Heath choir boys.   The east 

window, given by the Architect, Mr. Woodward, was 

designed and executed by Mr. Gaetano Meo, of Hampstead.   

Other gifts were a pair of crystal cruets, silver mounted, 

designed by Powell; Vases by Blunt and Wray from Mrs. F. 

Robinson; a Vestment cupboard from Mr. William Vail and 

Mr. William Purrott; and Alms-bags from Mrs. Frank Taylor.   

Mr. Frank Taylor also generously laid out and planted the 

grounds surrounding the Church.   The stone carving and the 

figure of Our Saviour on the outside of the Church is by Mr. 

C.H. Mabey, of Vauxhall Bridge Road, and the oak carving by 

Messrs. Bradford, of Camberwell New Road. 

 

The first Evensong of All Saints was sung on Friday evening, 

and the Holy Eucharist was sung at 10.30 on the following 
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morning, Mr, Healey Willan, F.R.C.O., being the organist.   

The solemn dedication was at 3.0 p.m.    The Clergy present 

were the Bishops of Colchester and Barking, the Dean of St, 

Albans, Canon Wigram, the Revs. H. Darwin Burton, George 

Edwardes, F. Robinson, J.A.M. Montford, Walter Jenks, E. 

Pierce, Lord Victor A. Seymore, Austin Oliver, A.H .Parnell, 

A.C. Duncan, A.F. Curtis. 

 

The Missioner sang the service, the Rev. G. Edwardes read 

the first lesson and Rev. J.A.M. Montford the second.   At the 

close of Evensong the Bishop of Colchester, attended by his 

Chaplain, the Rev. H.D. Burton, the Crucifer and Servers, 

standing at the Chancel step, solemnly dedicated the Nave to 

“bear henceforth the Name of St. Saviour to the honour and 

Glory of the Holy and Eternal Trinity, the Father, the Son and 

the Holy Ghost”.   After the benediction of the bell, three 

Collects were said invoking a blessing upon the priests, the 

people, and the children of the Church.   Then followed the 

Sermon, preached by the Rev. Walter Jenks – one worthy of 

being written in letters of gold. 

 

The text was from Psalm lxviii, 28 and Psalm lxxi, 14, “Thy 

God hath commanded thy strength.   Strengthen, O God, that 

which Thou has wrought for us.   I will go in the strength of 

the Lord God. 

“We are reminded here of the past, the present, and the 

future.   In the past, “Thy God hath commanded thy 

strength”; our supplication at present, “Strengthen, O God, 

that which Thou hast wrought for us”; and in the future, “I 

will go in the strength of the Lord God”.   There are just a few 

persons in this church this afternoon whose minds are being 

irresistibly carried back with a long, loving remembrance to 

this day, seven years ago, when, under the care of the 

Diocesan Mission Society, there was begun a work in the 

district of Bernard’s Heath, which begins a new chapter in its 

history today.   And those whose minds carry them back 

during those seven years will remember it was, or seemed to 

be, a day of small things.   At least our surroundings were 



small, and the material with which and upon which we had 

to work seemed small; but, I wonder, who would dare to, and 

looking back and noting the result of it, still say that it was a 

day of small things.   There were some things about that time, 

in the small Mission Church of the Heath, which were 

certainly not small.   Some of us can remember, at all events, 

that our hopes were very great, that our aspirations were very 

great, that our aims were very high.   And some of us will 

remember that there was, in those early days, a very great 

deal of zeal, and there was a very great deal of joy in many 

hearts.   Was it a day of small things?   Well, in those days, 

and in that place, there were many hearts touched.   That is 

not a small thing.   There were many hearts broken; and that 

is not a small thing.   There were healed many hearts that had 

been broken.   There were many hearts strengthened.   There 

were many hearts warmed.   There were some eyes that were 

opened to the mysteries of God.   Those are not small things.   

Yes, though the surroundings may have been small, there 

were many things that were great.   The work itself was great, 

and there was a great strength in it because there was the 

Spirit of the living God.   There was a great strength in it 

because our God commanded our strength, and the work 

grew.   It grew rapidly until it had burst its bonds, and the 

place in which it had begun could contain it no longer.   And 

though there may be some who will look back with undying 

affection to those days, and though there was some lingering 

regret when the time came for a change, yet it was with still 

greater hope, and with an ever deepening faith, and with still 

greater joy that on St. Barnabas’ Day we moved into the iron 

building which until recently stood upon the spot where this 

finished house is now erected.   And we came bringing with 

us, with loving reverence, that little Altar that stands here 

today in the Lady Chapel of this Church; and we place it here, 

the first thing in the new building, to be, thank God, it will 

ever be, a link with the past, before which we can still kneel 

and offer up our praise and thanksgiving for that small 

beginning, when our hearts were warmed within us, and 

where we can remember, as the Spirit of God commanded 



our strength.   And yet, though there were these regrets 

mingled with that change, still we very soon had much more 

cause to thank God for the greater scope which He had given 

us for our work, inasmuch as there were many more gathered 

into Christ’s Holy Church, and we were able, more worthily, 

to worship God in the beauty of holiness.   And the work 

began the second chapter of its history.   God commanded its 

strength, and it grew because the Spirit of the Living God was 

in it and on it. 

 

“And today we have met together with freshly-kindled hope 

and deeper joy and yet stronger faith, I trust, to solemnly 

offer to God this finished work, erected for His glory and to 

be His dwelling-place.   We have met together to praise Him 

for permitting it to be finished in our day, and for permitting 

us to have some humble share in its erection; and we have 

met to pray Him once again to command our strength, and to 

strengthen and consolidate the work that has been done in 

the past – that which He has wrought for us and in us, and to 

resolve, I humbly trust, that we will go forward from this day 

in the strength of the Lord God, to do a little more as He shall 

give us time and power for that work, which he has blessed; 

and it must be, and is, for everyone concerned, a day of great 

rejoicing.   Of course it is, for it is a day that the Lord hath 

made, that He hath made by His strength – that strength 

which He has given us – a day to which we have been so long 

and so eagerly looking forward.   It has come at last on the 

seventh anniversary of the first beginning of the work.   And 

yet we remember painfully and forcibly, that over all our joy 

there hangs a shadow, that through our praise there is 

mingled a strain of real personal anxiety;   it is so personal for 

most of us, at all events in this place, because the Bishop of 

our Diocese is lying dangerously ill22  22.   We do not believe 

for one single moment that he would have us moderate our 

joy, certainly not our spiritual joy, because he will remember, 
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and no one more readily than he, that this palace is not for 

man, but for the Lord God, and that it is being dedicated to 

the Holy Saviour – the Chief shepherd and Bishop of our 

souls.   And yet we cannot forget that it was to have been his 

part to have been with us today to dedicate this new church 

in his Diocese which he loves deeply and rules so well, and 

that instead of that he is fighting for his life.   It will make our 

prayers very deep, very sincere and very heart-felt that he 

may be spared, and that his health may be recovered.   It is 

only the shadow, the only tinge of sadness that mingles with 

our joy today as we look back to the past and on at the 

present and see what this work has grown to because “God 

hath commanded our strength”. 

 

And then, just one word for the future – that long future that 

will loose itself in the vast eternity.   This Church is finished; 

the building is completed, but its work is only just beginning.   

Never forget that we have not come here today to look upon 

a task accomplished; we have come to dedicate to God a work 

that has yet to be fulfilled, and which God has committed into 

your hands.   Remember you are today launching a vessel; 

not sailing into harbour.   It is the beginning of a new chapter 

in the history of this work, and not the close of an old work; 

and it begins a new chapter which one may fairly believe will 

be, perhaps, harder than any that have gone before.   There 

have been difficulties in the past, and there will be other 

difficulties in the time to come.   There will not be the 

glamour and excitement – for excitement there must have 

been in some degree in building a new church; but, there will 

have to be in the long, long years that lie before you, the 

quiet, patient, and perhaps often tedious building up of the 

Church of the Living God, and the stones of God’s spiritual 

temple.    And it will be a work that will be harder to 

accomplish because it will arouse less interest, and there will 

be less to show for it than the work in which you have been 

engaged in during the past.   You have built a palace here for 

the Lord God which is to last for a thousand years, but you 

are to go on building quietly an edifice which is to last for all 



eternity.  You have built here a temple to hand on the 

generations yet unborn.   As one by one you pass away from 

this building that you have lovingly helped to build – a house 

firm, strong, and stately; and you will strive, will you not, to 

hand on the spiritual temple, not less strong, not less firm, not 

less stately.   You have been asked, and you have nobly 

responded, to help towards the building of this material 

church; do not forget that you will be expected by the great 

Master to go on spending the years of your work, of your 

lives to the building up of His most Holy Church.    You have 

dedicated today the work of the past; resolve before you leave 

this holy house, which you are solemnly handing over to be a 

dwelling-place of the Most High, in heart and mind, “I will go 

forward to continue so long as God shall give me strength” – 

“I will go in the strength of the Lord God”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XVIII.   Various Developments. 
 

 

 The completion of the church of course marked a new 

departure, and as time went on and the congregation 

increased, work took new directions.   Old workers dropped 

out by removal to other places, and new ones took their place, 

so that ideals and methods changed of necessity.   The Parish 

Hall was much in evidence.   There were many and varied 

entertainments organised for helping on the different 

schemes on foot, some large and ambitious, others quite 

unpretentious.   Mr. Scroggs had already produced 



“Pinafore”, and in this year the “Pirates of Penzance” was 

another huge success.   Mrs. Robinson, Miss Hornby, and 

Miss L. Toulmin and Miss Edwardes were each and all of 

them more than busy.   

 

The Chapel of St. Michael, the Mortuary Chapel, was fitted as 

a memorial to Mrs. Edwardes by the Rev. George Edwardes 

and his relatives.   The Altar, of plain oak beams, was made 

by Mr. Vail, the whole of the work being done by 

communicants of this Church.   The grille, a piece of hand-

wrought metal work, and the panel of hammered copper, 

representing St. Michael, with the Cross and Lights, were by 

Messrs. Blunt and Wray.   A bier and hearse, with pall, was 

provided, and another pall was given by Mr. William Page.   

Later, the four standard lights of wrought iron, also by Blunt 

and Wray, were given as a memorial to Frank Harold Dudley. 

 

In May, Mr. Scroggs departed for Mauritius, having been 

appointed harbour-master at Port Lewis, and the Rev. Arthur 

Montford became director of music, which office he has held 

ever since.   Both Mr. and Mrs. Scroggs were ardent workers 

for the Church.   Mr. Healey Willan again became 

Choirmaster of St. Cecilia Choir at Michaelmas. 

 

The Clergy and Congregation, in August, 1903, addressed the 

following letter to Mr. Frank Taylor:- 

 

“Dear Sir, - At the last meeting of St. Saviour’s Church 

Building Executive Committee, it was unanimously resolved 

that a letter signed by the clergy and congregation, should be 

written and forwarded to you. 

 

“We wish to try and express how deeply grateful we are to 

you for having, first of all by your donation of £5,000 enabled 

us to proceed with the building of the Nave of our Church; 

then, with having presented us with Choir-stalls, Altar-rails 

and Pulpit, and finally, for having at your own expense 

completed and beautified the grounds surrounding the 



Church.   We should like you to know how much you have 

encouraged us to continue contributing, as our means allow, 

towards the liquidating of the debt. 

 

“We are aware that you, with the Bishop of Colchester, your 

brother – Mr. Edgar Taylor – and Mr. George Haynes, have 

made yourselves responsible for the whole amount that has 

been borrowed from the Ecclesiastical Insurance Office.   We 

hope and trust no claim may ever be made upon you, but that 

year by year we may continue to meet our liability by our 

personal efforts. 

 

“We believe that it will please you to know that at our 

Dedication Festivals – in the Octave of All Saints – you, with 

those of our other benefactors, will be perpetually 

commemorated before the Throne of God, since you “have 

been ready to give, and glad to distribute, laying up in store 

for yourself a good foundation against the time to come, that 

you may obtain Eternal Life””. 

 

Then followed the signatures. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mr. Taylor’s reply, dated 27 August, 1903, was characteristic 

of the man:- 

 

“My Dear Missioner, - It will be beyond my power to put into 

words all that my heart feels about the letter of grateful 

thanks that you have sent me, signed by yourself, your 

helpers, and in fact all your people. 

 



“It is a great happiness to me to feel that I have been able to 

render some little assistance in completing your beautiful 

church, but what little I have done is as nothing as compared 

with all the hard work and liberality of your good people to 

obtain the blessings of a finished church. 

 

“However, I do accept these words of thanks from you all 

with the deepest gratitude, and I thank God that He has 

enabled me to do something towards the completion of 

another church where His word may be preached and His 

praises sung by you and your large congregation. 

 

“It gives me very great pleasure to know that I shall be 

remembered at your Dedication Festivals; and now, dear 

Missioner, with repeated and heartfelt thanks to you and all 

your people, 

 

I remain, yours sincerely, 

 

“Frank Taylor” 

 

In the autumn Mrs. Burton became Superintendent of the 

Sunday School, which had made great advances under Mrs. 

Robinson. 

 

The Bible Classes were doing very good work.   The Men’s 

Class begun in 1903 was well attended.   Miss E. Crane held 

two Bible Classes for two sets of lads, and Miss Edwardes two 

for girls, and the Catechetical Class largely increased in 

numbers. 

 

At Easter, 1904, two old seven-branched lights were given by 

Miss Shepherd for the High Altar, and the two big standard 

lights through Mr. Montford.    

 

The Guild of St. Saviour’s from the time it was founded has 

gone on steadily.   Its first Secretary was Mr. S. Mitchell, who 

was succeeded by Mr. Morton Etheridge, who held office for 



a good many years through this period, in fact until October, 

1907, when the present Secretary, Mr. R.E. Hextall, took 

office.   At the present time there are 237 members on the roll. 

 

In all these years, by God’s mercy, very few indeed of our 

congregation had been removed by the hand of death.   On 22 

August, 1904, Herbert Archer, one of our Servers, who had 

been a Choir boy for seven years, was called away at the age 

of sixteen.   His Christianity found expression in his daily life 

amongst his fellow workmen and amongst those with whom 

he lived and worshipped.   In his last illness, half 

unconsciously – yet who shall say – he crooned over “the 

song of Zion” and the praises of the Master, which he had 

sung for so many years of his short life:- 

 

“Blessings abound where’re He reigns, 

The prisoner leaps to lose his chains, 

The weary find eternal rest …..” 

 

And then he lapsed into unconsciousness.   On the day before 

his death the Missioner took him the Blessed Sacrament and 

those nursing him feared he was unconscious.   The Missioner 

asked him if he knew what he had brought him.   Too feeble 

to speak, the lad made the sign of the Cross  in token that he 

knew and recognised the Presence of the Master.   Who shall 

dare to despise that Sacred Sign, made in faith in life, as being 

of no value in the hour of death?   His body lay in St. 

Michael’s Chapel through the night of 25 August, and the 

holy Eucharist was sung early the next morning.   In the 

afternoon the Burial Office was said, and the Servers 

conveyed his body to the quiet Churchyard at Sandridge, 

where the Choir met it at the lychgate, and he was laid to rest. 

 

On Sunday, 22 October, Mr. Fred Harold Dudley, the 

Organist, passed within the veil after a short illness, at the age 

of twenty-two years.   He had been connected with St. 

Saviour’s for some five years as a Server, and as Organist 

since 1902, and had early given promise of considerable 



musical ability.   As he became more closely associated with 

St. Saviour’s he studied not merely the art and craft of organ-

playing, but the true relationship between worship and 

music.   Had it pleased God to spare him to us he would have 

become an enthusiastic and devout exponent of the old 

Church song.   His last articulate words were, “My soul doth 

magnify the Lord”, and these words, with a few plain song 

notes, are engraved upon the cross above his resting-place in 

St. Alban’s Cemetery.   On the night before his burial his body 

was bought to the Church he had loved and served so well, 

and rested in St. Michael’s Chapel, watch being kept 

throughout the night.    The requiem Eucharist was sung the 

next morning, and in the afternoon the first part of the Burial 

Office was said in the Church, in the presence of a large 

congregation; and then the Servers conveyed him on the bier, 

preceded by Cross-bearer, Choir and Clergy, and followed by 

a long train of friends, and fellow-worshippers to his last 

resting-place, the Gradual Psalm being recited by Clergy and 

Choir on the way.   It was a moving and inspiring service, for 

“He having been made perfect in a short time, fulfilled a long 

time”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XIX.   Formation of the Parish, and 

Consecration of the Church. 
 

 

The Bishop of St. Alban’s in the spring of 1904 decided that 

the time had come for forming the Heath into an ecclesiastical 



parish, with St. Saviour’s as the Parish Church.   Holy 

Baptism had been administered in the little Mission Church 

from 1889 and subsequently in St. Saviour’s church, but up to 

1896 these baptisms were all registered in the mother church 

in Sandridge.   The Baptismal Register of St. Saviour’s begins 

with 6 December, 1896, when Hester Barre Goldie was 

baptised.   In 1898 the Church was licensed for the 

solemnization of marriages, and the Marriage Register dates 

from 31 July of that year, when two marriages were 

solemnized, viz., those of William Fensome and Lizzie 

Woodhouse; and William Smith and Bertha Giddings. 

 

With the consent and co-operation of Lord Spencer and the 

Vicar of Sandridge – the Rev. Austin Oliver – the Bishop put 

forth a scheme for the endowment of the Parish which was 

approved by the Diocesan Mission Society.   Lord Spencer 

very generously presented the Missioner’s house and 

grounds, which were valued at £2,000, on condition that the 

benefice of Sandridge should henceforward be charged with 

£25 per annum, to be paid to the Vicar of St. Saviour’s, and 

that £700 should be raised by St. Saviour’s before 1 December, 

1904. 

 

Here was a great obstacle to face: another £700 to be raised at 

a very short notice in addition to Church Building Fund; but 

the terms offered by the Ecclesiastical Commissioners 

through the Bishop were too favourable to be allowed to slip.   

At a meeting of the people of the Heath District, held 25 May, 

the matter was gone into very thoroughly.   It was made 

perfectly clear that the parishioners of the proposed new 

parish would still have the right to burial in Sandridge 

Churchyard, whether they lived within the city boundary or 

not.   A scheme for the collection of subscriptions of small 

sums by weekly collections was devised, and by strenuous 

exertions of the Missioner the necessary £700 was raised by 

the time stipulated.   In the four succeeding years the 

Ecclesiastical Commissioners made annually further grants to 



the fund, so that now the income of the living is £200 per 

annum. 

 

An endowment having been secured for the living, the 

patronage was vested in the Bishop of the Diocese, and on 6 

December, 1904, the Church was consecrated by the Bishop of 

St. Alban’s.   The clergy present, besides the Bishop, were the 

Very Rev. the Dean of St. Alban’s, and the Revs. H.D. Burton, 

G. Edwardes, F. Robinson, J.A.M. Montford, Austin Oliver 

(vicar of Sandridge), E.J. Gallop (vicar of Hemelhempstead), 

G. Carter Rolfe, (St. Alban’s Abbey), H. Goodwin, of Watford, 

and G. Garnier, chaplain.   The Registrar of the Diocese, Mr. 

A. Day, was present and read the decree for the Consecration, 

which the Bishop signed.   The ordinary form of the 

Consecration of Churches was used, and a sung celebration of 

the Holy Eucharist followed. 

 

The Bishop preached from Psalm cxxxii, 15, “this shall be My 

rest for ever; here will I dwell, for I have a delight therein”.   

He urged upon the laity of the congregation the necessity of 

doing all in their power to make the new Parish of St. 

Saviour’s a parish which should be a centre of spiritual life, a 

parish wherein indeed the presence of God may be found; 

and he hoped that this service might be the inauguration of a 

still yet happier era for the church and Parish. 

 

In January, 1905, Mr. John Armitage became Organist and 

Choirmaster, and on Sexagesima, 26 February, the Missioner 

was instituted and inducted by the Bishop of Colchester, 

acting for the Bishop of the Diocese, as the first Vicar of St. 

Saviour’s.   The service took place during Evensong, and the 

Bishop preached. 

 

As far back as the year 1897 Mr. Hartley Jackson and the 

Ward of St. Alban had begun collecting money towards a 

Banner for the Church, which had been further augmented by 

a sum of money collected by Mr. Percy Steaben, and in 1905 a 

further effort was made, which resulted in Miss Daphne 



Whitty, of Dublin, working the beautiful banner representing 

Our Lady and the Holy Child.   Miss Pedley also gave the 

children’s banner, representing the Good Shepherd.   These 

were first used at the Harvest Thanksgiving in September. 

 

In August, Mr. G.N. Marten died, a kind and helpful 

parishioner.   Only a few weeks before his death he gave the 

bench in the Church Porch, which is made from old panelling 

from the mother church of Sandridge. 

 

 

 

XX. Later Days, 1906 to 1909. 
 

 

In the summer of 1906 Miss L. Toulmin became 

Superintendent of the Sunday School, and in August Mr. 

Armitage, the organist, resigned, to the great sorrow of his 

many musical friends, and was succeeded by Mr. W.H. Bell, 

whose name is well known in the musical world, whom we 

were glad to welcome most heartily.   Mr. Robert Arnold, 

who had been with us from almost the very first, and had as 

Choirman, Server, and Sub-Sacristan devoted himself to the 

work of the Church, died at the age of 75.   Another of our 

workers who had, amongst other things, been an ardent 

worker for the Parish Nurse Fund, and a member of the St. 

Cecilia Choir, Mrs. Cooper, was suddenly called hence, whilst 

away from home on holiday.   A little later Mr. Henry 

Freeman was taken to his rest after a long and painful illness.   

He had been a worker with us almost from the first as 

Choirman, as a helper in C.L.B. and the lad’s club.   

 

At the Easter in 1905 the Parish held its first Vestry Meeting, 

when Mr. Jacob Reynolds, who had been the Treasurer of the 

Church Accounts of the Heath “since when the memory of 

man runneth not to the contrary”, was appointed Vicar’s 

Warden, and Mr. William Vail, People’s Warden. 



 

In 1906 the Churchwardens were Mr. Reynolds and Mr. A.E. 

Taylor; in 1907, Mr. Reynolds and Mr. James Blow; in 1908, 

Mr. Reynolds and Mr. Edward Osborn; and in 1909, Mr 

Reynolds and Mr. A.E. Taylor. 

 

A Branch of the Church of England Men’s Society was formed 

in March, 190723  23, and one of the works undertaken by the 

Society was the organisation of the Men’s and Boy’s Clubs, 

which work the Society has carried on ever since.   That same 

year, of course, is famous in the annals of St. Alban’s as being 

the Pageant year, and we rejoice in the fact that Mr. W.H. Bell 

was the writer of the Pageant music, and most ably 

conducted the musical portion of the Pageant, which was a 

very pronounced feature.   The members of the congregation 

were ardent Pageant workers.   One of the most striking 

Episodes, the Funeral Procession of Queen Eleanor, was the 

suggestion of a member of our Congregation, and most of its 

details were worked out by St. Saviour’s archaeologists and 

ecclesiologists, 

 

Meanwhile the work of the Missioners in the Diocese was 

largely increased, and in September, 1907, the Rev. James 

Talbot, from St. Mary’s, Nottingham, joined the Mission Staff 

 

The Rev. J. Du Boulay has been working with us since 1906,  

but the state of his health has unfortunately interfered with 

his ministrations amongst us from time to time.  

 

Mrs. G.N. Marten and Mrs. F. Robinson have for a number of 

years held a Bible Class for lads at Marshall’s Wick, and Mrs. 

Du Boulay has carried on similar class.   In both cases these 

classes have had the help of members of the C.E.M.S. from 

time to time. 
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In the early summer of 1907 the Missioner went out again to 

South Africa, this time on the Mission of Help to the Church 

there.   That involved much travelling during a very short 

space of time.   Upon his return, in September, his health 

completely broke down, and he had to give up work for 

nearly six months.   It was just at that period that Mr. and 

Mrs. Talbot came to live amongst us, so that they began their 

work here under difficult circumstances.   As Miss Lilian 

Toulmin had resigned the superintendence of the Sunday 

School, Mrs. Talbot took up that work.   The School was so 

crowded that the Infants were transferred to the Council 

School, with Miss L. Toulmin as Superintendent, and there 

now considerably over a hundred children in that department 

alone. 

 

In June, 1908, Mr. F.H. Hibbert became Superintendent of the 

Boy’s Department, and Miss Seebohm of the Girl’s 

Department upon the resignation of Mrs. Talbot.   Owing to 

bad health, Mr. Hibbert unfortunately had to resign that work 

for a time, but later took the Choir Boy’s Sunday Morning 

Class.   His successor as Superintendent, Mr. Ottaway, has 

just lately had to give up the work on account of ill-health 

and Mr. Hibbert is again Superintendent.   Then, for a 

number of years we have had Sister Rose and Miss Vaughan 

conducting a class for girls, and attending to the many details 

connected with cassocks and surplices of the Servers and 

Choir – no light work, since our staff consists of some fifty 

members, all told. 

 

A scheme was devised for installing electric light in the 

Church, and the requisite funds were raised almost entirely 

by weekly freewill offerings.   The work was carried out by 

Messrs. Edmundson, and was finished by February, 1909, at a 

cost of £148. 

 

The Rood Screen. designed by Mr. Frank Peck, of 27, Old 

Queens Street, Westminster, “erected to the Glory of God as a 



thanksgiving for benefits received in this Church, and in 

memory of our blessed dead”, was dedicated by the Dean of 

St. Alban’s just before the sung Eucharist on Sunday, 1 

November, 1908.   The Lord Bishop of Colchester was to have 

performed that act, but his wife was lying at the point of 

death.   Nevertheless, that same afternoon he came and 

administered his last Confirmation in the Church – an act of 

love which we cherish as a very precious memory.   Within a 

very few weeks, on 7 December, he was called to rest – this 

good, wise, gentle and loving Father in God, who has been so 

much to us at St. Saviour’s. 

 

Then, a little more that a fortnight later, on 23 December, Mr. 

Frank Taylor was suddenly called within the veil.   Thus, 

almost together, two of the benefactors and warm friends of 

St. Saviour’s were taken from us, to our very great sorrow.   

For many years the changes caused by death amongst us had 

been, comparatively, very few.   Mrs. Burton was ill all 

through the succeeding winter, and the Missioner’s health 

was completely broken down after the strain of a particularly 

heavy Lent, so that sorrow upon sorrow came upon him.   On 

the evening of Ascension Day, 1909, Mrs. Burton passed to 

her rest, and the deepest sympathy of the Parish and 

Congregation were stirred. 

 

On 26 May the Missioner wrote:- 

 

“My Dear People, - Before I go away for a short rest I must 

write to thank you for all your prayers and sympathy to me 

and my family in this time of pain, sadness and loss.   It is 

impossible to gauge the help that your prayers have given 

me.   Without them I should have been unable to bear the 

strain of my dear wife’s death after my own illness.   To those 

who watched beside her body, and to those who wrote to us 

and sent flowers my heart goes out in gratitude, and I know 

that you who have shown us such tender care will not cease 

to pray that the good God will help mercifully more and 

more to understand how full of love are all His ways. 



 

“May He bless and keep you all, and grant that when trouble 

comes to you you may find such help and comfort as you 

have shown to me and mine. 

 

          “Yours always affectionately, 

 

          “H. Darwin Burton” 

 

In the summer of 1909 the Right Rev. William Thomas Gaul, 

D.D., Bishop of Mashona Land from 1895 to 1908, joined the 

congregation of St. Saviour’s, and already he has endeared 

himself to us.   Since the early seventies of the last century he 

has worked in South Africa, and his work in the Mission Field 

should be an inspiration to us as a Congregation to take a 

deeper and wider interest in Foreign Mission work than we 

have hitherto done as a congregation.   It was a great 

privilege, and a great joy to us when he preached on All 

Saints Eve, and blessed the incense used in our Church on 

that occasion for the first time. 

 

Our Dedication Festival in the Octave of All Saints marked 

another period in the History of St. Saviour’s Church – the 

completion of fourteen years of our work upon the Heath. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

XXXI.   Changes. 
 

 

On the first Sunday in Advent, 1909, Mr. Burton announced 

that he had resigned his position as Diocesan Missioner, and 



a few days later we heard that the Rev. J.A.M. Montford had 

been presented to the Rectory of Loughton, Essex.   Mr. 

Montford, by his eloquence and geniality, has endeared 

himself to many outside the congregation of St. Saviour’s, and 

he will be greatly missed.   But he will not be so very far 

away, and we trust that the link which will connect St. 

Saviour’s with Loughton will be a very strong one.   When he 

contemplated division of the Diocese takes place, obviously, 

the Mission Society will have to be re-constituted.   

Meanwhile it is a gratification to us, who so much to the 

Mission Society, to know that Mr. Edwardes is appointed to 

carry on Mr. Burton’s work as Acting Missioner, and the least 

we can do to show our appreciation of the benefits we have 

received so freely through the Mission Society is to further its 

work to the utmost of our power.   It will be a poor 

compliment to Mr. Burton if we fail to loyally support Mr. 

Edwardes, who all these many years has been a true and 

faithful right-hand man to Mr. Burton, as well as a blessing to 

St. Saviour’s. 

 

The Memorial in the Lady Chapel to Henry Frank, Bishop of 

Colchester, Mr. Frank Taylor and Mrs. Burton was designed 

by Mr. Frank Peck.   The Sanctuary is paved with highly 

polished marbles, divided by white strips into panels formed 

of squares of richly veined blue-green marble, with inset 

porphyry-coloured corner-slips and centre squares, symbolic 

of the Blood of the Lamb and the Foundation of our Faith.   

On the threshold three white crescent moons, emblems of 

purity or chastity, are inlaid.   The steps to the Altar are of 

dark dove-coloured marble.   The Altar, constructed of ebony 

and ebonised mahogany, have a frontal of golden bronze and 

of silver, with ends adorned with cusped and canopied ebony 

tracery, and flashed with similar bronzed slips.   The Altar 

slab is the one from the little Mission Church.   The Frontal is 

supported at each end by a trunk of the Cedar of Lebanon in 

ebony; and at the foot is the Lion of Judah.   To the trunk of 

each tree, with far reaching roots in full leafage and fruit, 

clings the stem of the Vine, representing the Holy Eucharist.   



The vine crowns the frontal just above the inscription.   In 

strong relief is inset in the centre of the golden-bronze frontal, 

a silver repousse figure panel depicting the Adoration of the 

Magi.   The bronze work round is strongly embossed and the 

bosses highly polished and marked with various attributes 

and symbols of the B.V.M., as follows, in order: First Row 1, 

The Dove – Conversation of Angels; 2, Globe and Serpent – 

World and Sin vanquished; 3, Morning Star – the First 

Redeemed; 4, Crowned Monogram – the Assumption.   

Second Row: 5, Closed Book – St. Mary herself; 6, The Lily – 

purity; 7, The Tower of David – royal descent; 8, The Book of 

Wisdom – open at Chapter vii.   Third Row, at the base: 9, 

Spinning Wheel – Pattern of Industry; 10, St. Cecilia’s Organ – 

Music Accomplishments and attributes which in perfect 

Womanhood are sources of happiness.   Above the Altar, 

adding glory suitable to its position, stands the carved and 

traceried pinnacled pedestal of oak, flashed with guilding, 

and decorated on the front with silver rods and spots 

suggesting the dews of heaven; and domed over, in early 

Christian style, with a dome of virgin-silver, supporting an 

ebony Cross on which hangs the Figure of the Christ24 24.   The 

centre niche is painted an ethereal blue, our Lady’s colour, 

with a golden glory which sheds its rays over the saviour’s 

Head.   The Chapel is further enriched by an arcading with 

pedestalled niches of carved oak.   At the Altar level is dado 

adorned with carved crowns; and above, all round, runs a 

deep cresting of single roses, and further enrichment of other 

flowers in full bloom, berries and fruit all in full life and 

growth from cusped tracery suggesting stalks and roots.   On 

each side of the centre panel is placed St. Joseph’s rod 

blossoming into a lily; and in the arch, tracery suggestive of 

crowns.   The central Figure is enriched with applied gold, 

and other parts flashed with gold, and it is hoped to gild the 

crest all round and to flash the remainder.   The aim has been 

to suggest in this Memorial by the steadfast and devoted 

                                                
24

  This figure is from the Altar Cross which was given to the Lady Chapel 
by Miss Scrivener 



hand-labour in all crafts, a Faith which is alive and growing 

and rich in fruit and productiveness, before the Harvest.   The 

Frontal is inscribed, “Ad Majoram Dei gloriam nec non in 

piam memoriam Henric Francisci Johnson Epi. et Francisci 

Taylor, Hujus Ecclesiae Benefactorium”.   Upon one side of 

the Tabernacle is a silver tablet bearing the record: “ In pious 

memory, this super Altar is erected to the glory of God by the 

Husband, Children, Mother, Sisters, and many loving friends 

of Helen Phillipa Burton, on whose soul may God have 

mercy”.   A silver tablet on the other side of the Tabernacle 

bears the inscription: “And Mary said, “My soul doth 

magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 

Saviour”. December 23rd, 1909”.   

 

The Frontal was executed by Messrs. Waltham and Hill, the 

Super-altar and arcading by Mr. Robert Hitch, the Tabernacle 

by Messrs. John Daymond and Son, and the Pavement by 

Messrs. Brindley and Farmer. 

 

The dedication of this Memorial by the Bishop of Colchester 

took place on the afternoon of 23 December, 1909, when the 

Vicar gave the following address:- 

 

“It is in a sense fitting that I should speak to you this 

afternoon, because the great majority of you, I suppose almost 

all, are amongst those who have helped me in this work from 

the beginning in connection with this great Church,    built by 

faith and prayer to God’s glory. 

 

“I should imagine that no more hopeless prospect could be 

conceived than when first God put into my mind to build this 

Church.   I had no money, no influence, and very little 

encouragement.   Now, of those who were with me at that 

time, there is one personality that stands out most clearly – 

Henry Frank, sometime Bishop of Colchester.   I recollect that 

when there was a grave doubt as to whether I should even be 

allowed to go on with this work, I telegraphed to Henry 

Frank, Bishop of Colchester, and he came to me and we 



prayed, and when he got up from his knees he said, “Go 

forward and build”.   Well, I knew him, dear people, better, I 

think, than any other; if not better, certainly in a different way 

from any who knew him. 

 

“Now, in the early history of the Church, the people offered 

willingly, but still the difficulties were insuperably great; and 

then suddenly God raised up a man, very thoughtful, very 

humble, very strong, very capable, and of transparent 

truthfulness.   He gave to God a great sum of money, and 

who that heard it will ever forget the simple eloquence of the 

speech which he made in the Parish Hall of this parish at the 

time when we went forward and build?   Light came through 

him, and we rejoiced. 
 

“And, dear people, all through this time there was with me a 

helpmate.   Of her I say but little – a woman of clear 

discernment, and with a disciplined mind and tongue, who 

could nor brook the shadow of any lie.   To her staunch 

courage and deep devotion I owe my life’s work, and I owe 

more than I can ever explain or pay. 

 

“Well, for years these and others worked and prayed and 

loved until the Church grew and God’s praises were sung 

and His sacred Name was glorified and His Blessed 

Sacrament was duly honoured.   His Faith has been taught 

clearly within these walls, and again and again as the time 

went by we noticed and spoke one to another and marvelled 

that God kept our life so whole.   There were so few that were 

called away; and then suddenly, within a year, God called 

these three – the three I loved best and leaned on most.    

There was our Bishop, who confirmed almost everyone who 

has been confirmed in this Church.   He taught you the Faith 

without wavering, he heard your confessions and gave you 

absolution; his tender love, his soft true voice, we seem to 

hear it still as we worship in this church, for to us a man of 

God passed by continually.   The next, within a few hours of 

him, his friend and mine and yours fell on sleep, quiet, self-



contained, and steadfast to the end.   His last words to me 

were words of devotion to God’s work here, for he not only 

helped us to build the material of the Church, but he built up 

souls for God.   It was in his mind to seek and to save those 

who were being lost.   At the end he was looking ahead, full 

of schemes for further benefactions to God’s great glory.   

May he rest in peace and rise in glory.   And then so close, 

their friend and yours and closer and dearer to me than 

myself, gave her sweet soul to God, and on her soul may He 

have mercy.   And for those three, for you who have helped 

me and for all who worship in this Church, there is but one 

thought, and it is expressed in words almost above human, 

“My soul doth magnify the Lord, and my spirit rejoiceth in 

God my Saviour”.   To the glory of God, and in sweet 

memory of these three loved ones, in the Chapel of the 

Mother of Jesus, we are to dedicate to His Divine Majesty the 

memorial of those whom we have loved, and who have gone 

before us.   May He keep our memory green, and may the 

prayers of the countless thousands in the days to come, when 

Christ is present in His most holy Sacrament, remember them 

with devotion, and thank God for our pious action in 

beautifying this House according to our means and according 

to the ability of those who have designed and executed this 

gift of our great love”.  

 

Owing to pressure of work Mr. W.H. Bell has had to resign 

the Choirmastership of St. Cecilia Choir, and Mrs. E.G. Gentle 

has most kindly undertaken the Office of Choirmistress – a 

kindness which we highly appreciate.   On 1 August, 1909, 

The English Hymnal  was introduced, taking the place of 

Hymns Ancient and Modern. 

 

Two of our most faithful servers have left us during the year 

1909: Mr. Arthur Dudley, after five years with us has 

removed from St. Albans; and Mr. Ernest Cox, a Server for 

seven years, Secretary to the Servers’ Guild for three years, 

and Secretary to the local branch of the E.C.U., has accepted a 

post in China.   They are both much missed. 



 

 

XXII.   And Now --- 
 

 

It was with great sorrow that we heard of the step Mr. Burton 

had taken in resigning his office of Diocesan Missioner; but 

that it had been evident to most of us that the years of 

strenuous work had told heavily upon him.   Out of one 

hundred and sixteen parochial Missions arranged by him, 

forty two have been conducted by himself, and the 

organisation of the various departments of the work has 

increased enormously year by year.   That work alone would 

have heavily taxed the powers of an able man.   But, added to 

this, there had been the building up of the work on Bernard’s 

Heath and the heavy financial burdens which this has 

entailed.   That, too, is no ordinary achievement.   It is well 

within the mark to state that during this last eighteen years 

for the Mission Society and organisations which have grown 

out of it, and for the building of St. Saviour’s Church and 

endowment of the Vicarage, considerably more that £40,000 

have been raised; and the man at the back of it – under God – 

has been the Rev. H. Darwin Burton. 

 

Immediately Mr. Burton’s resignation was announced the 

Churchwardens called a meeting of the men of the 

Congregation, and an Emergency Committee was formed to 

consider the position.  On the 14 December a large and 

representative meeting of the Parishioners and Congregation 

was held in the Parish Hall, presided over by Mr. A.E. Taylor, 

the Peoples Warden and it was enthusiastically and 

unanimously resolved to open a fund to augment the income 

of the living to the present Vicar for the next three years, from 

1 May, 1910.   Already over £116 per annum has been 

guaranteed, without any special appeal being made. 

 



At the same meeting the following resolution was 

enthusiastically adopted:- 

 

“That the Churchwardens, Sidesmen, Communicants, 

Parishioners, and Members of the Congregation of St. 

Saviour’s Church, St. Alban’s desire to express their deep 

gratitude for, and appreciation of, the work which the 

Reverend Harry Darwin Burton has done in the Diocese for 

the last eighteen years, and for the District and  Parish for the 

last fourteen years, in setting forth the Christian Faith, in 

winning souls for Christ, and in building up the spiritual life 

of God’s people, in which work he has gained our deep 

personal affection and regard.   We greatly deplore that he 

has found the work too great a strain upon his health and 

strength, and that he has been compelled to resign his office 

of Diocesan Missioner, and we trust that this ministry may 

long be continued amongst us as Vicar of this Parish”. 

 

And so, from 1 May,1910, we shall begin a new period of our 

History, and our connection with the Diocesan Mission 

Society will be severed.   This Parish is the child of the 

Mission Society.   Born in November, 1895, it passed from 

Infancy to Boyhood when the Church was completed in 1902; 

and now, at fourteen years of age, it has to “learn and labour 

truly” to do its work as an ordinary everyday Parish.   It has 

been tenderly and faithfully nursed and educated by the 

Mission Society, and now the time has come to show that we 

appreciate our privileges, blessings and education.   The 

difficulties ahead are many and great.   The Heath calls for 

much attention; work is opening out in many directions, 

which demands not only our hearty co-operation, but also 

definite direct effort by individuals.   “Freely ye have 

received, freely give”. 

 

 

Thy God hath commanded thy strength; 

Strengthen, O God, that which Thou hast wrought in us, 

I will go forth in the strength of the Lord God. 



POSTSCRIPT. 

 
“The Story of the Church and Parish of St. Saviour’s, St. Alban’s”, does 

not claim to be “History” in its strictly scientific sense.   It is a story told 

from the inside; an appreciation of what has been aimed at and 

accomplished on Bernard’s Heath.   Nevertheless, the witness is true, and 

all possible care has been taken to verify the facts connected therewith.   As 

a Parish and Congregation the “Story” cannot but be of great interest to 

us, but it should also cause great searching of hearts.  For, although our 

failures and shortcomings have been many – so much might have been 

done better, and persevered in more strenuously.   There is a danger, lest 

we should settle down as a highly respectable Congregation, content with 

our past, and so become “like as the children of Ephraim, who being 

harnessed, and carrying bows, turned themselves back in the day of battle”. 

 

It is inevitable but that there are many things unrecorded in these pages.   

There are large numbers of helpers whose names are not mentioned here, 

who have given themselves faithfully and whole-heartedly to do what they 

could in their measure and degree – workers in Sunday School, Bible 

Classes, Guild Classes, Catechetical Classes, Clubs, Cleaners of Church 

Ornaments, Servers, Choirmen and Choirboys; helpers in the 

entertainments and Social Work – the doers of the “little things” which 

have made up the great whole.   To all these, known and unknown, living 

and departed, our thanks as a Congregation are due. 

 

In compiling the Story, the Author has to thank many kind friends whom 

he has had to consult, for much help and information, especially to the 

Vicar, the Rev. J.A. Cruikshank, Mr. Jacob Reynolds, Miss Gandy, and 

Miss Yates; the Misses Austin and Mr. F.W. Corley and Mr. J. Reynolds 

for the use of old photographs; and to Mr. Mann for much skilful and 

valuable help in the preparation of the illustrations.   Finally, to the 

craftsmen of the St. Alban’s Press gratitude is due.   They have patiently 

and courteously interpreted the Author’s MS. -  often painfully untidy and 

illegible – and produced the “Story” in a manner worthy of the reputation 

of the City wherein the “pore scolmaster of St. Alban’s” set up one of the 

earliest printing-presses in England under the shadow of the premier 

English Benedictine Monastery. 

 
H.R.W.H. 

16, Walton Street, St. Alban’s, 

March, 1910. 



Remember the Faithful Departed 

of this Congregation 
 

 
George Simpson Mary Wyche Henry Freeman 

Harry Aldous Elizabeth Elsbury Ada J. Cooper 

May G. Aldous Jenny R. Tiller Agnes Sarah Hall 

Elizabeth Sibley Herbert Archer Henry F. Johnson  BP 

Mary R. Vidal Fred Harold Dudley Frank Taylor 

Eliza Sweeting Harry Burton Helen Philippa Burton 

Ethel Mary Edwardes Frederick Palmer Frank W. Silvester 

Elizabeth Faulder George Nesbit Marten Penelope Seymour 

Augustus Ch. Bickley Robert Arnold  

Amy M. Toulmin Percy Smedley  

  


